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EDITORIAL 

 

In a year when even our first event was 

cancelled due to high winds and rain in 

February, it has been bleak. We were looking 

forward to so many lovely garden visits, and to 

the highlight event, a talk by Peter Hughes 

about his Arts & Crafts house and garden in 

Cumbria. We had planned to follow this by a 

summer visit there too. 

 

We have spent this year saying to each other, 

‘We look forward to next year’. 

 

Speaking to other County Gardens Trust 

members, it has been clear that there have been 

good and bad outcomes. Those with digital 

expertise have shared pictures and experiences 

on social media and websites, as have we. 

Other groups have simply regretted the lack of 

meetings and friendship. I heard of one group 

which arranged a garden visit but they never 

met each other!  

 

All have held their Annual General Meeting as 

a small, closed affair as did we. 

 

Our national association, The Gardens Trust, 

has seized opportunity and arranged an ever-

growing series of on-line lectures. I hope you 

have found notices about them on their website 

and enjoyed some of them – I certainly have. 

 

A hearty thank-you to all those who sent their 

photos in summer, taken during the lovely, 

sunny weather which helped to distract us from 

the daily bad news. It was so enjoyable to see 

your gardens and places seen on your walks. 

 

GARDEN LIFE IN LOCKDOWN 

 

We gardeners have always known that working 

outside has great benefits; we feel invigorated 

after a few hours tending our plants and feel 

satisfied if we achieve the hoped-for results. 

Spring is filled with excitement as new growth 

starts to appear; summer is wonderful when 

plentiful flowers and fruit can be gathered; 

autumn has a wistful beauty when leaves turn to 

gold before the fall; winter can be miraculous if 

we have taken the trouble to invest in special 

bulbs or scented shrubs. There is always 

another season to plan for, and next year will 

always be better. 
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Never before have these benefits been so 

greatly appreciated. As the pandemic took hold 

and all our bustling activities were cancelled, 

we were fortunate to have a dear colleague to 

turn to – our garden. In day after day of clear 

blue skies and total silence, we heard birdsong 

more clearly than ever, saw butterflies and 

dragonflies never before noticed, smelled the 

perfume of the tiniest flowers, and almost saw 

new leaves unfurling. Life tip-toed in slow-

motion whilst Nature’s virus raged like a 

whirlwind. 

 

We invited you to send your photos of daily 

snatches of beauty which gave you good cheer, 

and here is a selection of your wildlife shots. 

 

 
 

 
 

NEWS OF MEMBERS 

 

We heard the sad news in October of the 

sudden death of Susan Bourne. She brought her 

wide knowledge of Lancashire’s landscape 

history and her great love of plants to our visits 

and meetings, and will be much missed. Her 

obituary has been written by members Alan 

Robinson and Moira Stevenson. 

 

Susan Bourne 1950-2020 

 

Susan was born in Littleborough, Rochdale. 

Attending boarding schools in Yorkshire 

fostered her lifelong interest in architecture and 

the countryside. In particular the replenishment 

of the nature table provided her with a 

knowledge of wild flowers which meant that in 

later life, even from a speeding car, Susan could 

identify the flora as it flashed past. 

 

After Lancaster University the whole of her 

career, some thirty-eight years, was spent at 

Towneley Hall, a country house museum set in 

parkland on the outskirts of Burnley. Those of 

you who attended the Lancashire Gardens Trust 

AGM at Towneley in August 2018 will 

remember how Susan put the landscape round 

the hall into context when she led a tour of it 

after lunch. 

 

 
 

While at Towneley, starting as Assistant 

Curator in 1972 becoming Curator in 1988, 

Susan oversaw a major project funded by the 

HLF which was an extension to the hall on the 

footprint of the former service wing. This 

included a shop, lecture theatre, offices, library 

and exhibition preparation area freeing up space 

in the hall itself for new displays of ceramics, 

Egyptology and local history. Susan also 

expanded the collections with purchases such as 

the bust of Charles Towneley, regional 

furniture, and decorative arts. These coupled 

with her research into both the Towneley 

family and the architecture of the hall greatly 
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enhanced the collections and the pleasure of 

visitors. 

 

Her introductory lecture at the Scarisbrick event 

showed what a good speaker she was and the 

coup de théâtre of that day was the revelation of 

copies of two drawings by Repton taken from a 

Christie’s auction catalogue when the 

Scarisbrick Red Book was sold, unseen since 

then in an anonymous private collection. This 

was the result of her storming the library at the 

Victoria and Albert Museum, not in her 

estimation the most user friendly of institutions. 

Susan had spent the night before the lecture 

pasting the ‘before’ and ‘after’ together to show 

Repton’s intentions. 

Susan was a founder member of the regional 

Furniture Society and an active member of the 

Furniture Society. 

 

Susan retired in 2010 and this allowed her to 

concentrate on her two gardens, one in Cheshire 

and the other in the Lake District. These two 

projects coupled with indefatigable visits to 

churches, cathedrals, country houses, 

exhibitions, gardens, often providing a picnic, 

and of course the LGT events, led her to 

announce that she didn’t really know how she 

found time to work. 

 

The funeral was held at Burleydam Church on 

November 12th  followed by a (socially 

distanced) picnic in the garden.  

 

Dr Martin Hawkins 

 

Martin has kept a steady hand on our finances 

for the last 7 years, steering us through the 

financing of the War Memorial Parks and 

Gardens project, and lending sound guidance to 

our investment of the Audrey Dawson bequest. 

 

Whilst agreeing to assist a replacement 

Treasurer during the early months of their 

tenure, he will retire properly at the next AGM; 

we shall miss his steady hand and good advice, 

and also a wry sense of humour. 

 

He has chosen the tree Halesia monticola as a 

leaving present. 

 

 

 
 

Sheila Jones has expressed her wish to retire 

from the council, also from the sub-group 

Conservation & Planning. Her support has been 

appreciated, notably as a trained landscape 

architect. 

 

A VISIT TO CAMBO GARDEN, FIFE 

 

I was lucky enough to visit Cambo Gardens in 

July this year. Cambo House and Estate lies on 

the east coast of Fife, 7 miles from St. 

Andrew’s. It has been in the hands of the 

Erskine family for over 300 years. They hold 

the national collection of snowdrops for Plant 

Heritage with over 350 varieties. 

 

 

WE ARE SEEKING A REPLACEMENT 

AND INVITE OFFERS PLEASE  
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Cambo’s walled garden extends to 2.5 acres 

and dates from the 1800’s; it is an incredibly 

beautiful and peaceful garden whatever time of 

year you visit and there is always something of 

interest to see. One long border was being 

completely renovated so I look forward to 

seeing it next year. I can’t believe that I have 

been visiting this garden for over 50 years! 

  

 
 

Mary Bishop 
 
 

EDUCATION AND GRANTS 

 

An Undergraduate Award 
 

IN MEMORY OF AUDREY DAWSON  

 

The Trust were delighted to receive a very 

generous amount of money from the estate of 

our dear friend, the late Audrey Dawson, who 

had been a long-serving  council member for 

the Trust, being always  an active contributor to 

all of our meetings and events. 

 

She was passionately interested in gardens, so 

our council thought it appropriate to make 

either an Award or Bursary to students studying 

Garden History and future garden 

developments.  

 

Elaine and I went to Myerscough College and 

Lancaster University and as there was a Degree 

Course commencing last October in  

Myerscough and a department at Lancaster 

linked to The Ruskin that we thought could be 

appropriate, we looked for possibilities at both 

these colleges. 

 

At Myerscough the course tutor found a 

suitable student who had started the degree 

course on Landscape Architecture, and he was 

given £ 500 to assist him in funding the Course. 

He was delighted to receive the Award and 

sincerely thanked our council with a letter 

saying how much it would help him. 

 

 
 

The Ruskin, Lancaster University 

 

The situation at Lancaster was not so successful 

due to the Covid-19 first lockdown; the design 

of planting around the Ruskin building was to 

be a project for two students whom we had met, 

but they were unable to start the work. 

 

It was a start, as we passionately wish to 

encourage young people to get interested in 

Historic Garden Design for the future and feel 

sure that it would be exactly how Audrey would 

have liked the money to be spent.  

 

Stephen Taylor 
   

A Small Grant to a School 
 

We are pleased to offer a small grant to Leck St 

Peter's CE Primary School (just in Lancashire) 

which will be used to renovate a garden and 
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allotment attached to this school in Leck 

village. The Parents’ Association will improve 

and replant a decorative garden with items to 

flower in term-time, and will work on the 

productive area too. All will be planned to 

include the children. 

 

Diana Stenson 
 

HISTORIC HOUSES ASSOCIATION 

 

A New Award – the Judges’ Choice 
 

This is the Historic Houses Association website 

announcement – 

 

‘A second award has been created this year to 

reflect smaller and less well-known gardens 

that are nonetheless worthy of recognition. 

Lady Cholmeley (Ursula), of Easton Walled 

Gardens in Lincolnshire. chairman of the 

Historic Houses Gardens Committee, said, ‘The 

judges’ choice might be considered the lifetime 

achievement award for gardens that may be 

open in a limited way or on a budget, but that 

shine with creativity, resilience and personality 

and still deserve global recognition for their 

standard of design, complexity of planting and 

great beauty.’ 

Ursula interviews the award’s inaugural winner 

in a short online film, showcasing the magical 

valley setting of Gresgarth Hall, home to Sir 

Mark and Lady Lennox Boyd (Arabella). ‘I like 

winning awards – I like being good at 

something,’ Arabella told Historic Houses 

members, ‘and for my team its wonderful – 

they’ll really feel connected to it’. The garden 

employs five people – small on the scale of 

many of the association’s members, who 

together account for 33,000 FTE jobs across the 

UK, but still an important contribution to 

employment in a rural area’. 

To see a short video of the presentation to Lady 

Arabella, click on this link - 

https://www.historichouses.org/goya2020.html 

 

 
 

We in Lancashire Gardens Trust should like to 

add our congratulations to our patrons Sir Mark 

and Lady Arabella for their perseverance and 

continued work to high standards during this 

difficult year. Gresgarth opened again in June 

and continued on the second Sunday of each 

month; Steve and I went in August on a lovely 

sunny day to find a larger crowd than ever, all 

eager to find peace and beauty in the garden 

and its pastoral surroundings. Every part of the 

extensive garden looked as immaculate and 

colourful as ever.  

 

Because the usual café facilities, normally 

staffed by people from the neighbouring 

church, could not be arranged, we found instead 

a bright little coffee bar on wheels, run by a 

mother and daughter, who could make you any 

kind of coffee or tea accompanied by their 

home-made tray bakes. Two family-run 

nurseries offered a galaxy of lovely plants for 

sale too. This proves that a privately-owned 

enterprise can react to changing times and find 

good ideas to go forward. 

 

OUR NATURAL WORLD 

 

The humble beginnings of Greta Thunberg’s 

climate protest culminated in  her scorching 

speech at the United Nations in which she 

admonished world leaders: “We are in the 

beginning of a mass extinction, and all you can 

https://www.historichouses.org/goya2020.html
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talk about is money and fairy tales of eternal 

economic growth. How dare you?” 

Her meteoric rise was from an anonymous 

teenager to an international activist, and those 

humble beginnings provoked the unlikely birth 

of a global movement. 

 

 
 

Now climate change and the environment are 

on the agenda of every large nation, and in 

Britain on the agenda of the government, local 

authorities and large organisations. 

 

In Britain in 2018 a 25-year Environment 

Plan was launched, which aims to make a 

difference ‘within a generation’. Among its 

major pillars for action, including clean air, 

clean water, and thriving wildlife, is pillar 

number 6 – 

 

Enhancing beauty, heritage and engagement 

with the natural world. 

 

1.Safeguarding and enhancing the beauty of 

our natural scenery and improving its 

environmental value whilst being sensitive to its 

heritage. 

 

2.Achieving high quality, accessible, natural 

spaces close to where people live and work, 

particularly in urban areas, and encouraging 

more people to spend time in them to benefit 

their health and well-being. 

 

3.Increasing action to improve the 

environment, for all sectors of society. 

 

This difficult year has emphasised the worth of 

this ambition, when it has been shown that 

people have valued time spent in nature more 

than ever. The obvious places affording 

pleasure and respite to people in urban areas are 

the wonderful parks created by our Victorian 

and Edwardian citizens and philanthropists; 

lessons learnt this year should emphasise the 

importance of this 25 Year Environmental Plan, 

conceived through Greta’s influence and 

rendered all the more necessary due to the 

pandemic. 

 

 
 

Corporation Park, Blackburn 

 

We in Lancashire Gardens Trust are pressing 

for a change in the law; we wish to see historic 

parks and gardens, which are included in the 

National Heritage List for England, given 

statutory protection, such as that given to Listed 

Buildings.  

 

As the saying goes: Once they are gone, they 

are gone for ever. 

 

A BOOST TO TREE PLANTING 

 

Newspapers reported on 15th November that 

Britain could tackle its jobs crisis and unlock 

future growth by employing people to plant 

trees, suggested by the Bennett Institute for 

Public Policy at Cambridge University. The 

government should set up a National 

https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/fairy-tales
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Conservation Corps to help meet its target of 

planting 30,000 hectares of woodland each 

year. 

 

 
 

It would help the government to meet its 

climate targets, create jobs for those who have 

lost them during the pandemic and help to 

reduce the number of people falling into long-

term unemployment, the report says. A similar 

scheme was launched by Franklin Roosevelt 

during the Great Depression in America. 

Shortly after taking office in 1933, the US 

president established a Civilian Conservation 

Corps to provide work for jobless young men. 

Three billion trees were planted and 800 parks 

created over the nine years of the programme. 

 

The Conservative manifesto pledged to increase 

tree planting to 74,000 acres a year by 2025 but 

is behind its target. Some 33,260 acres of trees 

were planted in the year to the end of March, 

compared with 33,458 acres the year before, 

with more than 81 per cent of last year’s total in 

Scotland. 

 

There has been a boost from the Woodland 

Trust which plans to plant 50 million trees over 

the next five years, doubling its annual rate. 

The scheme is already in full swing, and on the 

former Smithills estate in Bolton many 

thousands of new trees cover the hillside. 

 

The Forestry Commission is also funding a £50 

million scheme for landowners who plant trees. 

 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk 
 
https://www.fwi.co.uk/business/payments-
schemes/environmental-schemes/... 

 

CONSERVATION & PLANNING 
GROUP 

Report Autumn 2020 

 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

2020 has been a unique year in many ways but 

the flow of planning applications has 

nevertheless continued. Despite being unable to 

meet face to face, as well as being prevented 

from making site visits for several months, the 

Group has as far as possible reviewed and 

responded to applications and emerging 

planning policies. 

In August the outcome was published of the 

Hulton Park Public Inquiry held in October 

2019. Sadly the Sectretary of State upheld the 

Inspector’s decision to allow the development 

of the Championship Golf Course and 

residential development. An important 

condition requires that development may only 

proceed providing that the Ryder Cup event is 

secured for this site in 2030/1 or 2034/5, the 

decision for this being made in due course. The 

objectors made a robust case for protecting the 

heritage value of this site and its Emes designed 

landscape and although the Inspector 

recognised the ‘substantial harm’ to the 

parkland character and ‘less than substantial 

harm’ to the Registered Park and Garden, this 

was outweighed by ‘other considerations’.      

At Scarisbrick Hall Park the School made an 

application in 2019 for a new entrance at 

Southport Road, in order to overcome the 

problems of the unsafe entrance at the Lodge. 

Whilst not objecting to the principle for the 

creation of a new entrance a little further to the 

south, we objected to the loss of the park wall 

at this location and asked that this be 

reconstructed in a new position set back from 

the new sight line. Our request was not carried 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/
https://www.fwi.co.uk/business/payments-schemes/environmental-schemes/
https://www.fwi.co.uk/business/payments-schemes/environmental-schemes/
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and permission was granted for a much 

diminished boundary feature. This Park is one 

of our Registered sites which is At Risk and 

this gradual loss of features such as the park 

wall in this location is further detriment to its 

significance. 

 

An application was made at the end of 2019 for 

refurbishment of the retreat building in the 

walled garden at Ince Blundell Hall. The retreat 

is a 30 year old timber chalet style building in 

the Pheasantry, a former walled garden. We 

visited the Hall and were able to see the further 

plans for restoration and repair proposed in 

order to sustain the various buildings and 

features at the Hall, which functions as a care 

home run by a religious order.  Although 

having concerns initially about the intrusion of 

parking outside the walled garden, the 

application was well considered and its impact 

on the adjacent woodland was minimal, and 

was given our support. 

 

There are major proposals in progress for 

reconstruction of the north stand at Anfield 

Stadium which adjoins Stanley Park in 

Liverpool (above). We reviewed this scoping 

study (preliminary step prior to a planning 

application) on site in January and were 

concerned about the potential impact of 

construction on the Avenue entrance to Stanley 

Park, as well as the proposal to site the 

construction compound within the park, 

requiring a highly disruptive crossing of the 

Avenue. We objected to these elements of the 

scheme and await the final application.  

Alexandra Park is Oldham’s finest Victorian 

park, much loved by local residents, and was 

comprehensively restored in 2012. The service 

yard and depot area adjoining were not 

included in the refurbishment and are now 

intended to be redeveloped as an Eco Centre 

with new offices, staff facilities, green 

recycling centre, and training facilities to be 

part of the wider adjacent Northern Roots urban 

farm (the country’s largest) and eco-park 

project at Snipe Clough. We supported this 

ambitious and beneficial proposal and look  

forward to seeing this commence construction 

now that planning permission has been secured. 

Winstanley Park comprises 180ha, and is a little 

known estate which is undesignated (ie not on 

Historic England’s list) and in private 

ownership. Although most may be unaware, 

drivers on the M6 south of Orrell pass through 

the western edge of this Parkland.  

 

www.savewigan.com 

Sadly the gardens and buildings including the 

listed Grade II* Hall and other listed structures 

are in an advanced state of disrepair; however 

the Park and its boundary walls are fairly intact. 

We objected to the recent application for a 

small residential development site adjoining the 

park wall, and welcome the refusal descision 

given to this by Wigan Council. 



                      9 

 

www.savewigan.com 

A further application has been made at Harris 

Knowledge Park, Preston for intensive 

residential development of 23 dwellings on the 

open part of the site, and conversion of office 

buildings and conference centre to residential. 

This is a Registered site of a former orphanage 

which was one of a number of philanthropic 

initiatives endowed by local benefactor 

Edmund Harris, where the layout was 

influenced by the important Barnardo’s Garden 

Village at Barkingside, Essex.  

 

 

The Harris site was previously in educational 

use prior to its sale to a local property 

developer, who has made numerous 

applications for varying scales of development. 

The current application is the most intensive 

and intrusive and we objected to the change of 

character and loss of open space within the site. 

This application has generated much local 

antagonism and remains undecided. We are 

pleased that Historic England also expressed 

serious concerns in their consultation response 

to Preston City Council. 

Proposals for enlargement and garden extension 

at Grade II* listed Oxendale Hall (1656), 

Osbaldeston received our support as well as 

Historic England, however Ribble Valley BC 

had concerns about the scale of garaging, which 

we understand the applicant is addressing. The 

recently developed formal gardens which are 

being established at this site are of some scale 

and interest.  

CONSERVATION 

In past newsletters we have reported on the 

inappropriate application for residential 

development at Lytham Hall Home Farm which 

involved demolition of the historic farmhouse. 

This site (which lies outside the site of Lytham 

Hall and its immediate gardens and woodland) 

but sits in its setting, has a new owner who has 

now refurbished the Home Farm farmhouse, 

and cleared away much of the industrial scale 

agricultural buildings and debris which 

occupied the former walled garden. At least 

half the walled garden walls are lost but a much 

welcomed thorough archaeological 

investigation has been undertaken into the 

surviving historic structures (by our member 

Nigel Neil).  

An application was made this year for 

reconstruction of the whole of the walls and the 

creation of a large formal garden supported by 

‘enabling development’ comprising a very large 

new classical house within the former walled 

garden. We applauded the restoration and 

tidying works undertaken and in progress as 

well as the proposals for restoration of the 

garden walls, and accepted the principle of  

‘repurposing’ of the walled garden as the 

location for a private house. However, Fylde 

Council have refused the application on 

planning policy grounds as the site lies within 

open countryside, as well as concerns on the 

scale of the proposed dwelling. We understand 

that the applicant is considering their options. 

I am grateful to the support of my Conservation 

and Planning Group colleagues in carrying out 

our task in supporting The Gardens Trust, the 

statutory consultee in the planning process as 

their representative in Lancashire.  

Stephen Robson 

Chartered Landscape Architect and Town 
Planner 
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NEWS FROM RHS BRIDGEWATER 

 

Richard Green, Head of Site, RHS Garden 

Bridgewater, wrote that the decision had been 

made to postpone the opening of the garden 

until May 2021. A core team of staff is 

continuing the hard work of planting 25,000 

plants on site whilst maintaining a social 

distance, a huge task. The effort which has gone 

into the site promises to make the green site 

into a garden which will be appreciated by all. 

Richard Green says “I am incredibly proud of 

what we have achieved together and I know 

that we can all overcome the challenges ahead”. 

 

November 2020 saw the exciting news of the 

receipt of a £1.8 million gift from retired Hong 

Kong businessman and philanthropist Dr Lee 

Kai Hung DL to RHS Garden Bridgewater. The 

£1.8m gift will support the horticultural and 

landscape development of the garden. 

 

The master plan created by Tom Stuart-Smith 

and the Bridgewater team, alongside award 

winning garden designers, is bringing “gardens 

within a garden” to life by blending history 

with world-class horticulture. 

 

 

 
 

Autumn colour 

 

We very much look forward to visiting the 

Weston Walled Garden, The Kitchen Garden, 

The Welcome Building, Worsley Welcome 

Garden and The Chinese Streamside Garden.  

 

RHS Bridgewater Newsletter really stresses the 

impact hundreds of people have played in 

bringing the Garden to life. Local contractors, 

community groups, plant nurseries and 

university partnerships together with the 

amazing Volunteers of over 800 people who 

have given 27,000 hours of time, reflecting a 

truly positive energy for the project. 

 

 
 
The Garden Cottage in gothic style is now restored 

 

Education built around well-being, the 

environment and building horticultural skills 

and knowledge to inspire the next generation is 

supremely important at Bridgewater together 

with gardening for friendship. 

Claire Drury, RHS Regional Development 

Manager said of her group 

“They`ve created friendships here, it`s not just a 

garden”. 

 

NB      Lancashire Gardens Trust October Event 

is a planned visit to RHS Bridgewater on 

October 5th 2021. 

 

Jane Atkins 

 

CASTLE KENNEDY GARDENS – 

VERSAILLES WITH A SCOTTISH 

ACCENT? 

 

In the bottom left hand corner of Dumfries and 

Galloway near Stranraer are three notable 

gardens, Glenwahn a private garden created out 

of bleak moorland since the 1980s, Logan 
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Botanic Gardens an outstation of the Royal 

Botanic Garden, Edinburgh and Castle 

Kennedy Gardens all within easy reach of each 

other, all three benefitting from a mild climate 

courtesy of the Gulf Stream.  

 

Castle Kennedy is the most fascinating from an 

historic designed landscape viewpoint. 

The location of the garden is one of its chief 

assets. It occupies some seventy five acres of 

land, the larger part, roughly circular, flanked 

on one side by the White Loch and on the other 

by the Black Loch, properly known as Loch 

Inch, or as Kenneth Cox succinctly puts it in 

Scotland for Gardeners, ‘with lochs on both 

sides and castles at either end’. 

 

There had been a house on the site since 1426. 

The present Castle Kennedy dates from c1600 

and was sold to Sir John Dalrymple in 1674. (1) 

Sir John became Viscount of Stair, whose 

eldest son was created Earl of Stair in 1704. It 

was the Second Earl, 1673- 1747, inheriting in 

1704, who was responsible for the garden. 

His biography explains some of the influences 

on the garden. He studied at the University of 

Leiden after which he volunteered for the army 

fighting in the Nine Years War and alongside 

the Duke of Marlborough during the War of 

Spanish Succession. From 1702 until 1714 he 

was engaged in a series of battles and sieges in 

Europe. 

 

In 1714 he was appointed by George I as envoy 

to the Court of France at Versailles. He retired 

from this postion in 1720. During the next 

twenty years he created his gardens at Castle 

Kennedy, Newlisten near Edinburgh, his 

favourite residence and Culhorn near Castle 

Kennedy, before resuming his military career, 

appointed Field Marshal leading the British 

Forces to victory at the battle of Dettingen in 

1743. 

 

The tower house at Castle Kennedy was 

destroyed by fire in 1716 when a house maid 

was drying bed linen too close to a fire but the 

ruin was neither demolished nor replaced with a 

new house and still stands. When he was 

visiting Castle Kennedy the earl stayed at 

Culhorn. An inventory of the library from 1762, 

albeit after his death, lists books on Versailles 

and plans by Marot. 

 

 
                 

The ruins of Castle Kennedy 

 

He was also a founder member of the Society 

of Improvers in the Knowledge of Agriculture. 
(2) The Castle Kennedy gardens were planted 

with vines and melons, yews and shrubs were 

imported from Ireland, wildernesses were 

planted with rosemary, bay and laurustinus and 

fruit trees were brought from his other estates. 

The walls of the second kitchen garden were 

built in 1740 (4), two kitchen gardens without a 

great house for which to supply produce. 

The work was overseen by Thomas McAlla, the 

head gardener. Lord Stair commissioned a plan 

in 1722 from William Boutcher who was both a 

garden designer and a nursery man. (3) William 

Adam might also have been involved. Plate 120 

of his Vitruvius Scoticus shows ‘Plan & Front 

of a Temple Designed at the end of the Bowling 

Green of Castle Kennedy One of the Seats of 

the Right Hon the Earl of Stair’. Plate 121 

shows ‘Section of the Temple at Castle 

Kennedy’.  There is still a bowling green at 

Castle Kennedy but the present pavilion owes 

nothing to William Adam and it is not certain if 

his temple was ever built.  
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William Adam’s ‘temple Designed at the end of the 

Bowling Green at Castle Kennedy’ 

 

There is no programmatic route around the 

garden. To the left of the ruined castle, 

approached from the current visitor entrance is 

a walled garden probably built in the 17thC, (1) 

now given over to herbaceous planting. The 

path through the walled garden leads to the 

Dettingen Avenue, named after Lord Stair’s 

victory of 1743, lined with evergreen oaks, 

sloping gently down to reveal the White Loch. 

As part of the continuing development of the 

garden, the 12th Earl has planted inner avenues 

of eucyrphias and embothriums. 

 

 
 

 

 
             
The view through the walled garden down the Dettingen 

Avenue to the White Loch 

 

A grassy terrace overlooks the loch. Turning 

left reveals the canal that was constructed by 

1732 to join the two lochs and later planted 

with cordylines. The 18thC bridge over the 

canal has tentatively been ascribed to William 

Adam. 

  



                      13 

 
 

 

 
 
The canal joining the two lochs and an avenue of Monkey 

Puzzle trees behind the Dettingen Avenue 

 

Exploring the rides and avenues through the 

planting either side of the Dettingen Avenue 

leads round the back of the ruin to a wide open 

space gently sloping down to the Basin. During 

dry weather this reveals the outline of a formal 

garden, possibly pre-dating Stair’s works, now 

gone. (3) It shows a wide central avenue flanked 

by two narrower paths, not centred on the ruin. 

The garden sloped gently downward in a series 

of grassed terraces to a large circular pond, 

covering some two acres, known as the Basin, 

forming a watery pivot where the garden turns 

confined by the banks of the flanking lochs. 

The Basin was formed by cutting off a bay 

from the White Loch and raising the land 

around it. 

  

The Basin is on the left looking from the ruin; 

to the right is the Belvedere one of the early 

1700 landforms which makes this garden so 

unique. From the top of the Belvedere would 

have been a view of the Basin. This has been 

obscured by later planting and even if this was 

removed the surface of the Basin is now 

covered in Victorian water lilies. 

 

There is extensive correspondence which 

provides a great deal of information about the 

planting and the construction of the garden, 

between Stair and the head gardener McAlla 

quoted by Sir Herbert Maxwell in his book, 

‘Scottish Gardens’ published in 1911. Of the 

Belvedere McAlla writes, ‘I have been 

removing the tris out of the great land belo the 

bellavadair. .........but I sie by what Is don It will 

beutifi the pleace mor then what I could 

conceue from the bellaudir the bason apers like 

a great glas.’  

There are four more landforms, three of them 

on the banks of the Black Loch, all dating from 

the  1700s. They are Gun Emplacement, Mount 

Marlborough and the Giant’s Grave. The fourth 

The Nine of Diamonds is near the second 

walled garden.  

 

 
 
The early 1700 landforms on the bank of the Black Loch 

from Gardens Old and New, Country Life Publications 

early 20thC The drive is the entrance to Lochinch Castle. 

 

Lord Stair’s regiment was based at Culhorn and 

he used some of the soldiers to carry out the 

earth moving to make the landforms. McAlla 

was unimpressed by their lack of enthusiasm 

for the work.  
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The Gun Emplacement and Mount Marlborough two 

more of the early 17thC landforms 

  

Lord Stair also used the horse dung from the 

regimental horses to enrich the soil. The garden 

was neglected after Lord Stair’s death in 1747. 

Maxwell reports that the seventh Earl felled 

many trees in the garden. In 1840 the eight Earl 

began the restoration of the garden and in 1841 

he commissioned J C Loudon to restore the 

gardens using a plan found, according to 

Maxwell, in a gardener’s cottage. 

 

 
 

 

 
 
The Basin looking back to the ruins of the castle and the 

second Monkey Puzzle avenue planted in 1849 looking 

down to the Basin in the distance 

 

 In 1849 an avenue of monkey puzzle trees was 

planted reaching up the hill aligned on the 

Basin and in the opposite direction from the 

ruin. The plan of the garden shown in the First 

Edition of the Ordnance Survey 6 inch map of 

Wigtownshire of 1847 shows the site 

intersected by avenues of trees giving views 

across the site and to the surrounding lochs.   
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The 1847 Ordnance Survey Map showing the garden 

before Lochinch Castle was built 

 

 

 
                

Lochinch Castle 

 

In 1864 the tenth earl began the construction of 

a new house; Lochinch Castle, surrounded by 

planting designed by Loudon, at the far end of 

the Loch. The new castle was aligned on the 

monkey puzzle avenue, hence Kenneth Cox’s 

description ‘with lochs on both sides and 

castles at either end’. The architects of the new 

house, ‘in a relaxed Baronial manner with a few 

French touches’ (1) were Brown and Wardrop, 

the latter also designed the gardener’s cottage. 

The 18th Century planting has  grown, been 

destroyed by gales or felled and blurred by later 

planting but a remarkable amount survives 

looked after by ‘almost three gardeners’ 

according to one of them we met weeding a 

border near Lochinch Castle, two full time and 

two part time. 

 

The garden provides tours by the head 

gardener, has a tea room which provides a good 

slice of coffee and walnut and on the Sunday  

we visited, a pizza van provided freshly cooked 

pizza. Very welcome after exploring the 75 

acres. It also provides trail of some 30 

Champion Trees which if you followed it 

would take you from one end of the garden to 

the other. There is also a small plant centre and 

a Princess Alice rhododendron, highly scented 

and named after one of Queen Victoria’s 

daughters, was purchased.  

 

Castle Kennedy is one of the great formal 

gardens and is well worth the detour though it 

would be quite a detour but then Logan and 

Lochwahn are nearby. 

 

References 

 
1 The Buildings of Scotland, Dumfries and 

Galloway, Pevsner, John Gifford 

 
2 William Boutcher, Senior. For a brief 

biography see Parks and Gardens, Places and 

People pages. 

 
3 Scotland from the Sky, BBC 2, featured 

Castle Kennedy in episode three, series two. It 

concentrated on the lost garden in front of the 

ruin but also gave glimpses of the rest of the 

landscape. 

 
4 Parks & Gardens: Castle Kennedy & 

Lochinch Gardens for a much more detailed 

description of the garden. 
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JOHN EVELYN (1620 – 1706) 

 

This year is the anniversary of the birth of this 

great figure in British garden history. 

 

Two great diarists came together and became 

great friends, although their ages differed and 

so did their life-styles. John Evelyn, the elder of 

the two, was born in 1620 whereas Samuel 

Pepys was born in 1633. Evelyn inherited 

wealth whereas Pepys studied and worked hard 

for his civil service position; both however had 

a deep interest in trees and timber – Pepys 

purchased timber for the navy and Evelyn 

wrote the seminal book Silva, the standard 

guide for centuries on growing and managing 

trees. It is probable that they first met to discuss 

navy matters because the Evelyn family home 

was situated next-door to the docks at Deptford. 

 

 
 

In this the 400th anniversary of Evelyn’s birth, 

we can reflect on his wide-ranging interests, not 

only in garden design but in concepts which 

concern us today. He was at the forefront of 

new scientific thinking, a founder member of 

the Royal Society in 1660, and an authority on 

a wide range of subjects including history, 

theology, printmaking and numismatics; but 

above all, forestry and garden design enthused 

him most. Four centuries from his birth, many 

of his concerns preoccupy us today – air 

quality, tree cover, the importance of 

pollinators, and the benefits of gardening to our 

well-being. He worried that the air in London 

was thick with coal smoke and, in Fumifugium 

(1661) recommended that some of the city’s 

more polluting industries – tanning, glue-

making – should be relocated. Having been 

impressed by Norwich (then Britain’s second 

city) with its many gardens, green spaces and 

orchards, he proposed an early version of the 

green belt, to be planted with sweet-smelling 

lime trees ‘such shrubs as yield the most 

fragrant and odoriferous flowers’. 

 

 
 

He knew that smoke was injurious to plants and 

flowers, so, whilst not the inventor of 

greenhouse heating, he redesigned the system 

by placing the furnace outside, to transmit 

warmth to the pipes inside. Many exotics were 

starting to arrive from the Americas and South 

Africa, prompting the development of the 

orangery and conservatory. 

 

His great influence was the introduction of 

ideas from the Continent; as a Catholic he spent 

the years of the Commonwealth in exile, and 

travelled throughout the Netherlands, France 

and Italy, noting in his diary the grand designs 

and sophisticated horticultural practices he saw 

there. Evergreens in particular were appreciated 

by him for their use as green architecture – 

hedges long and narrow, avenues and round 

enclosures to give definition to a garden’s 

shape. In the wider estate, he recommended 

avenues of deciduous lime, elm and walnut and 
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thus was a precursor to the designs of George 

London and Henry Wise, who could make you 

a garden ‘to suit with Versailles’. We can 

admire this style today at Melbourne, 

Derbyshire, and Bramham, Yorkshire. 

 

 
 

Plan of Sayes Court; the oval parterre is at the top, in the 

centre the kitchen garden (rows of oblong beds) and the 

grove (paths radiate from the centre); below that is the 

great orchard; the little bed at the bottom is an island. 

 

He returned to England in 1652 to the house 

and garden of his wife’s family at Sayes Court, 

Deptford; he enjoyed his time here because he 

was close to the bustling city life of London. 

Here he set about designing a garden in the 

style of an Italian villa (villa means a house and 

garden together). The long narrow plot slopes 

gently towards the Thames and is divided 

lengthways; one half is given over to an 

orchard, whilst the other comprises a variety of 

sections – an oval with intersecting paths for 

flowering plants echoing the one he had seen in 

the Paris garden of botanist Pierre Morin; a 

large rectangle known as the Wilderness, or 

grove, planted as a series of hedged enclosures 

for decorative and evergreen trees with 

perfumed blossom, all kept trimmed and 

shapely, between paths in the shape of a Union 

Jack. Hanbury Hall, Worcestershire, has a 

recently planted example. A water-gate and 

bridge lead to a small island laid out with more 

beds where he grew asparagus. This important 

garden has suffered neglect, but, thanks to 

London Parks & Gardens Trust, is now safe 

from further building development and the 

remainder is being restored.  

 

Winters were severely cold; having lost the 

plants in his new oval parterre, he drew a plan 

dated 1685, and, recognising that the ideas 

brought back from Italy would have to be 

modified to suit the British climate, he 

substituted a lawn and fruit trees, surrounded by 

a hedge of holly but without the broderie or 

tender exotics. 

 

During Evelyn’s time there the garden became 

famous, for its collection of rare trees and 

shrubs, his ‘elaboratorie’ where he carried out 

experiments, the glass hives for his bees which 

he praised not only for their pollinating role but 

also for their societal habits whereby they live 

in a harmonious hierarchy. He wrote of his 

pleasure in real garden work – ‘a labour full of 

Tranquillity, and Satisfaction … good for Piety 

and Contemplation, Experience, Health and 

Longaevity’. 

 

 
 

Wotton, Surrey, designed in the Italian style 

 

He inherited Wotton in Surrey in 1694 and 

moved his family there, renting Sayes Court to 

tenants. Once again, his love of Italian gardens 

guided the design; a level grass plat in front of 

the house is fashioned into geometrical beds 

surrounding a central, circular pool, overlooked 

by a raised mount cut into steps. At the foot of 

the mount, a classical portico leads into a 

delightful grotto, the walls lined with sparkling 

rocks and shells whilst a fountain plays in a 
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central pool overlooked by a statue of Venus. 

His inspiration is certainly from those seen in 

Florentine and Roman gardens where a grotto 

offers cool refreshment away from the 

Mediterranean sun. 

 

 
 

By far the most memorable work by Evelyn is 

his best-selling book Silva, published in 1664; 

one of the first concerns put before the newly-

formed Royal Society was the acute shortage of 

timber for His Majesty’s navy. Evelyn set to 

work and produced the vast tree encyclopaedia 

in 2 years; he wrote of species selection, ground 

preparation, pruning and management. The 

economic benefits of timber as a crop were well 

explained, but he added their ornamental value 

to gardens and landscape, and their essential 

place in our history, culture and sense of place.  

 

 
 

Platanus occidentalis, from 1776 ed. 

This tree hybridised with the Platanus orientalis in the 

Oxford Botanic Garden to produce the hardy London 

Plane. 

 

The wanton destruction of woodland was 

described as ‘desecration’, and he expressed the 

need to provide for future generations – which 

we now call sustainability - a moral and 

philosophical duty. The book has been in print 

continually through ensuing centuries, the latest 

being issued in 2014. 

 

Not only had many trees been lost during the 

Commonwealth, when Cromwell’s soldiers 

were instructed to fell the forests of Royalists to 

prevent them from raising money and thus 

militia, but there was a Great Storm in 1703. A 

week-long tempest tore through the south of 

England, blowing down 4,000 oaks in the New 

Forest and more than 17,000 trees in Kent. 

Evelyn himself lost 2,000 trees. He wrote of a 

‘Disaster most Tragicall’ ‘not to be paralleled 

with any thing hapning in our Age’. 

 

 
 

Whilst his friend and fellow diarist, Samuel 

Pepys, retired and assembled an enviable 

library, Evelyn kept on writing until the day he 

died, working on a mammoth book Elysium 

Britannicum, all we ever needed to know about 

the art and science of gardening, his whole 

experience of the ‘life hortulan’. He was so 

overwhelmed by the quantity of notes gathered 

that he never finished it; finally, those notes 

were published as he left them in 2001, a 

delightful collection of observations and 

drawings. 
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Two chapters were published in his lifetime: 

Acetaria, A discourse on Sallets, a complete list 

of salads and vegetables with growing methods. 

When it was issued in 1699 Evelyn was 80 

years old, living proof that his 

recommendations had worked well. 

Kalendarium Hortense is a month-by-month 

guide to garden tasks, proposing bulbs, shrubs 

and perennials to plant in each season and the 

means of propagating them; it is the fore-runner 

to our regular garden magazines.  

 

Echoes of Evelyn | Sayes Court - London's Lost 

Garden (wordpress.com) 

 

This web-site, Echoes of Evelyn, records visits 

to Sayes Court, Deptford, to Wotton House, 

Dorking and to Albury Park, near Dorking 

which was laid out to Evelyn’s designs; the 

author has traced other gardens for which 

Evelyn provided plans and advice, for instance 

Groombridge, Kent. She records the fate of 

Sayes Court during planning proposals for a 

commercial development, Convoy’s Wharf. 

 

SIR HANS SLOANE (1660 – 1753) 

Shaken but not toppled. 

 

He has made the news recently when the 

directors of the British Museum removed his 

statue from the foyer and placed it in a small 

back room, encased in a display about the 

British Empire and slavery.  

 

Physician, plant-collector, philanthropist, 

author and founder of the British Museum. 

 

Sloane was born and educated in Co. Down, 

Ireland, the youngest of seven sons of 

Alexander Sloane, receiver-general of taxes for 

Co. Down. From his earliest years Sloane took 

a keen interest in the study of plants; after a 

severe boyhood illness he went first to London 

to study medicine and botany, then to Paris to 

continue his studies under the eminent 

Monsieur Tournefort.  

 

 
 

Back in London he became assistant to Dr 

Thomas Sydenham, the most famous physician 

of the day; in 1687 he went to Jamaica as 

physician to the Governor, the Duke of 

Albemarle. He remained there for 2 years, 

returning home with 800 plants, most of which 

he distributed to John Ray and other botanists. 

Some 20 years afterwards he published a two-

volume account of the island’s flora and fauna, 

The Natural History of Jamaica.  

 

 
 

He settled into a glittering career as physician 

to the famous, including Queen Anne of 

Denmark, wife of George I, was a leading 

advocate of inoculation against smallpox, and 

treated the poor free of charge. He had been 

elected to the Royal Society in 1685 (aged only 

25) and was its benefactor throughout his life.  

He would have attended meetings with John 

Evelyn and Samuel Pepys. In 1695 he married a 

wealthy widow whose family had Jamaican 

plantations.  

https://londonslostgarden.wordpress.com/category/echoes-of-evelyn/
https://londonslostgarden.wordpress.com/category/echoes-of-evelyn/
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His interest in plants for medicine clearly 

influenced his next actions; he purchased the 

manor of Chelsea and then the freehold of the 

garden of the Apothecaries’ Society in Chelsea, 

where he had studied as a young man. He let 

the garden to the Society, with the requirement 

that they should send fifty specimens of plants 

to the Royal Society each year.  

 

 
 

No doubt due to his influence, Philip Miller 

was appointed head gardener. Miller achieved 

lasting fame as the author of Miller’s 

Gardener's Dictionary one of the most popular 

gardening books of the 18th century. Miller was 

an expert botanist and gardener, and the book 

was published in many different forms and 

editions: the first edition appeared in 1724, and 

the last edition in 1807. A contemporary wrote 

in 1753 that it was: "the best of all, and that 

when one has it, no book is afterwards 

required." The Chelsea Physic Garden was his 

laboratory. 

 

 

A marble statue of Sloane by Rysbrack was 

placed in the Chelsea garden in 1737; he was 

knighted by George I for his work as a 

physician, but we remember him most for his 

services to horticulture. He bequeathed his 

collections to form the nucleus of the present 

British Museum, together with the Harleian 

collection, and promoted the founding of the 

Chelsea Physic Garden. His vast collections 

also fill the Natural History Museum and the 

British Library. 

 

 
  
His bust now sits behind a glass screen towards the rear 

of the museum. 

 

NEWS FROM THE GARDENS TRUST 

 

The chairman, Jim Bartos, stood down at the 

AGM this year after skilfully guiding the 

Gardens Trust through its early years as a new 

organisation, merged from the Garden History 

Society and the Association of Gardens Trusts. 

There are now 36 county trusts comprising 

around 1,800 members.  

 

Thanks to an efficient team of conservation 

experts, the GT receives financial backing from 

Historic England for its programme of ‘capacity 

building’, which means that they deliver 

training sessions underpinned with a 

comprehensive series of presentations and 

guidance notes. An up-dated series has been 

produced for 2020 which takes into account 
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changes in legislation, and it can be found on 

our website under Conservation 

www.lancsgt.org 

 

The new chairman is Peter Hughes QC, a 

member of Cumbria GT; Peter has taken up 

garden history in retirement and is a part-time 

student at the University of London Birkbeck 

College. He should have come to speak to us 

this year about his Arts & Crafts house and 

garden near Penrith; as with our complete 2020 

programme of events, this will take place next 

year, all being well. 

 

This is a momentous year from many points of 

view. Several indications of change are 

considered to be a threat to historic designed 

landscapes, and Peter has prompted responses 

to those proposals which could be harmful. The 

GT Conservation sub-group has made a careful, 

point-by-point response to ‘Planning for the 

Future’, the government’s attempt to simplify 

and streamline the planning system. Such has 

been the volume of adverse comments to this 

White Paper that Robert Jenrick MP, the 

Secretary of State for Housing and Local 

Government, has this week announced a rethink 

(15 Nov 2020). 

 

A leaked document by the National Trust gives 

cause for concern because many staff members 

are to lose their positions due to the lack of 

income this year during long closures. Senior 

garden employees with many years of 

experience are to leave, which will pose a threat 

to some of the nation’s most important parks 

and gardens, as Peter commented in his letter. 

Do you know anyone who works or volunteers 

in a National Trust garden? What is the 

situation there? Please let us know. 

 

The GT Education officer is Dr David Marsh; 

he has harnessed technology expertly and set up 

a variety of lectures which we can watch from 

home. They all have a garden history theme and 

are given by people who are either experts in 

their field or amateurs with a special knowledge 

of a garden. I have enjoyed the series of 5 about 

20th century gardeners – Beth Chatto, John 

Brookes, Rosemary Verey, Percy Caine and 

Percy Thrower. Now I am following the course 

on Medieval Gardens which is full of surprises. 

Just go to their website, 

www.thegardenstrust.org  

 

and search Events. Coming in December is a 

series of 4 about the stories behind our festive 

holly, ivy, mistletoe and yew. 

 

Unforgettable Gardens 
 

This is the GT’s theme during 2021-22 and, as 

a broad title, aims to give us plenty of leeway to 

interpret it with our own events. 

 

Here is a realisation of an unforgettable garden 

within.  

 

The essence of an interest 
 

‘..........a great lawn where flower –beds 

bloomed; a towering fir tree, and thick, beetle 

browed yews that lumped their shapes down 

two sides of the lawn; on the third side, to the 

right, a greenhouse almost the size of a real 

house; from each corner of the lawn, a path that 

twisted away to some other depths of garden 

with other trees’. 

 

Tom`s Midnight Garden, A. Philippa Pearce, 

1958                                             

 

2020 has been the year for sorting clearing and 

rearranging, for thinking and maybe self-

appraisal. 

 

The advertisement for the film based on The 

Secret Garden written in 1911 by Frances 

Hodgson Burnett drew me in and encouraged 

me to sort and evaluate the books squeezed 

onto our bookshelves as I searched for my copy 

of the book. 

 

Unfortunately, it had been a victim of an earlier 

cull but hiding at the back I found my cherished 

copy of Tom`s Midnight Garden by Phillipa 

Pearce. I questioned myself, “How had I 

http://www.lancsgt.org/
http://www.thegardenstrust.org/
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acquired so many books with a horticultural 

link and why did they have so much appeal”? 

Raised in the countryside by a botanist on a diet 

of cycle rides and long walks along winding 

pathways, observing the rhythm of the year in 

the changing hedgerows, I was encouraged to 

learn the names of plants, their varied habitats 

and conditions for growth. 

“........but yet there was a foxglove blossoming 

by the roadside”, Mary Wordsworth.  

                                                                                             

On my shelf I have a 1937 copy of The Country 

Book by E. Golding together with a first edition 

of The Oxford Book of Wild Flowers. 

The two books are the cornerstone of an 

interest. My grandfathers, one a northerner and 

the other from the south feature in photographs 

posed beside carefully curated vegetable plots, 

the family larder for the year. My father too had 

a vegetable garden and a small orchard. 

Roses, delphiniums and wallflowers made a 

“show” in our garden but they knew their place. 

Crops reigned supreme. 

 

 
 

The Gardens of England, E T Cook, illus. B Parsons 

 

The books on the adjacent shelves are 

indicative of both history and literature. 

When I look carefully at my horticultural 

collection I can see the reflection of my 

interest. The delightful descriptive writing of 

E.T Cook in Gardens of England written in 

1908. Hughes, Hardy and Woolf all showed in 

their work an appreciation of the essence of 

growth and the rhythm of nature. I look 

carefully and I am instructed How to Read an 

English Garden. Nathaniel Lloyd writing in 

Garden Craftsmanship in Yew and Box, 1925, 

almost persuades me that topiary is a craft to 

which I could turn my hand. 

 

Again I ponder, looking at my shelf and I 

realize the essence central to my interest. 

It is the people who have drawn me here. The 

people who have explored and found, the 

people who have designed, built, planted, 

drawn and dug and most of all gladly shared 

their knowledge throughout the centuries. 

They are the essence of my bookshelf and I 

salute them all. 

 

“As long as you have a garden you have a 

future and as long as you have a future you are 

alive.” 

Frances Hodgson Burnett, The Secret Garden 

1911. 

 

Jane Atkins 
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