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OUR NEW WEBSITE 
 
We are very excited about the recent launch of our 
new website which is dynamic and colourful.  
 
In the News section there will be changing stories 
about events in the garden world together with up 
and coming events for you to take part in. A 
gallery will show photos of a recent visit and so 
you can send your photos too.  
 
 
In the Parks and Gardens section there are pictures 
and notes on Lancashire’s best ‘locally important’ 

sites; all the county’s nationally important sites 
are listed too, with a link for each to its full 
description on the Historic England Register. You 
can find out how we research these parks and 
gardens too, read the reports we have compiled 
and follow the invitation to join us in future 
projects.  
 
In the Conservation & Planning section you can 
read about planning cases put before us and read 
the letter of response; the results of these case 
decisions will be posted as they come available.  
 
We maintain close links with our national 
organisation, The Gardens Trust; you can follow a 
link to its website where regular visits and events 
(all over the country) are advertised; all their 
training materials are now posted on their Hub 
which is easily accessible and provides us with 
invaluable assistance in Research methods and in 
Conservation problems. 
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JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
 
 Would you like to work with a friendly team on 
important heritage matters? 
 
We are going to need the skills of a TREASURER 
in a year’s time and are making this request now 
to allow for a generous change-over period. Our 
current treasurer, Martin Hawkins, has done 
sterling service but wishes to step down next year. 
Please can someone find a small window in their 
busy life to keep us on a sound financial track? 
 
Council members meet every other month, and in 
between we conduct business via e-mail. 
 
We should also be grateful for assistance from a 
SECRETARY; the tasks include writing the 
minutes, keeping digital records of meetings and 
preparing the AGM. 
 
Make contact via enq@lancsgt.org.uk 
 
THE ELM RETURNS 
 
The catastrophic Dutch Elm Disease wiped out 
one of England’s most widespread and majestic 
trees. The English elm, Ulmus procera, was 
valued in early times for its suckering habit which 
encouraged the growth of hedges, and for its 
foliage which was fed to cattle. In the landscape 
as a park tree it was much appreciated for its tall, 
narrow vase shape and rounded crown. In spring 
the tiny flowers on bare branches gave the  

 
impression of a reddish haze; later the fruits were 
a mass of lime-green discs, then in autumn the 
foliage turned to butter yellow. As an avenue tree 
its upward arching branches could meet to form a 
shape similar to the nave of a medieval cathedral. 
 

 
 

The characteristic shape of the English elm 

 
Now at last a disease-resistant variety has been 
made available after much time undergoing trials. 
Ulmus ‘New Horizon’ was developed in America 
in the 1990s, using American and Japanese parent 
trees; in this country Hillier offer it for sale and 
describe it as becoming rounded with age, 
vigorous with an estimated height after 25 years 
of 12 metres. It is reported to survive harsh 
conditions and poor ground, even suited to coastal 
planting. 
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A great bonus is that it is host to the rare White-
letter Hairstreak Butterfly, an endangered species 
here.  
 
At the Chelsea Flower Show this year the tree was 
launched for general sale with publicity being well 
provided by Dame Judy Dench, a keen tree-lover, 
who was presented with one. 
 
Read more - 
 
https://www.hillier.co.uk/trees/products/listings/ul
mus-new-horizon/ 
 
Mitchell, A and Wilkinson, J, Trees of Britain and 
Northern Europe, Collins, 6 ed. to 1997 
 
WELL-BEING AND OPEN SPACES 
 
A growing number of studies emphasise the great 
value of green open spaces to us all. Countryfile 
reported on a recent policy ‘Net Gain’ which 
attempts to put a monetary value on landscape 
features such as trees, hedgerows and 
meadowland; this aims to assist planners and 
developers when making decisions about the 
siting of new estates, domestic or commercial. 
However, there needs to be a recognition also of 
the value of less definable values, such as our 
enjoyment of a beautiful setting and our reaction 
to designed landscape features. The contrived 
view to a distant hill, the pattern of a copse or an 
avenue of trees, the arrangement of flowering 
shrubs in a large, old garden. These designed 
features are frequently lost when excavations are 
made prior to new building. Housing density 
allows little designed space now, and commercial 
estates frequently allow none at all. The result is 
an impoverished urban landscape. 
 
The Royal Horticultural Society pursues its 
campaign to emphasise the value of parks and 
gardens to our health and well-being, a fact 
proved by record numbers of visitors to our 
restored municipal parks.  
 
The royal family have long been pioneers in 
garden style, and a new generation in the person 
of the Duchess of Cambridge may well have 
initiated this year’s top garden feature, the tree 
house. 
 
 

THE RHS BRIDGEWATER GARDEN 
 

 
 
Anna da Silva, Programme Director, reported on 
progress in her Newsletter. 
 
It will be a momentous year for RHS Garden 
Bridgewater. By the end of this year all of the 
services, paths and beds will have been installed 
in the Weston Walled Garden, and the planting of 
tens of thousands of new plants will be underway. 
The first two apprentices will have joined the 
team, along with the first members of the retail, 
catering, education and visitor services teams. The 
outreach team will have supported around 25 
different community groups to create new green 
spaces in their neighbourhoods. And an exciting 
social prescribing pilot project will be nearing 
completion. All this against the backdrop of an 
ongoing fundraising campaign to raise the 
remaining £5.5 million needed to meet their target 
for opening the garden in 2020. The New Year got 
off to an auspicious start with the planting of the 
very first tree on site – a beautiful beech – with 
help from a group of hard-working volunteers.  
 
BRIDGEWATER APPEAL 
 
In response to this appeal, 3 cheques have been 
sent for £100 each, one in the name of Richard 
Jennison, one for Audrey Dawson and one for 
Lancashire Gardens Trust. A commemorative 
book is being issued and these names will appear 
along with the other donors. 
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NGS YELLOW BOOK 
 
Looking through this year’s new edition of the 
famous vade mecum for garden visitors, I noticed 
some unusual entries. The Secret Valley is a 
Primary School carpark in Worsley and yet it tells 
of a water garden, trees and a wildlife haven. 
Maggie’s Manchester is in hospital grounds and 
was designed by world-famous architect Lord 
Foster. Maggie’s Oldham lies beneath a building 
on stilts and seems to be encased in a frame. A 
Hospice garden in Hindley has a Chinese bridge 
over its pond, and a Hospice garden in Prescot has 
a pristine group of gardens built by the Japanese 
Garden Society.  
 
Well done Lancashire gardeners; what isn’t stated 
is that although these are gardens in institutions 
the maintenance is shared by keen volunteers. 
 
 
OUR EVENTS 
 
We have a new team in charge of events and 
already have enjoyed visits to Merseyside, 
Bretherton, Manchester, Cumbria and Bolton. 
Hearty thanks go to Jane and Howard Atkins, and 
to Alan Robinson. They were part of the research 
team which worked so hard on our War Memorial 
Parks and Gardens project, and during that time 
got to know the county well. We wish them an 
enjoyable time and lend them our support in the 
programme to come. 
 
 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
Make a note in your diary for - 
 
Monday 12th August 2019 
 
Samlesbury Old Hall 
 
Illustrated talk on RHS Bridgewater Garden 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BANK HALL, BRETHERTON 
 
SNOWDROPS AND SCAFFOLDING, AND 
SWEEP’S, 21st February 
 

 
 
The first visit of the year was to Bank Hall, 
Bretherton, Lancashire, on a beautiful morning. 
The day was a total contrast from last year when 
we had to postpone thanks to the ‘Beast from the 
East’. The purpose of our visit was to envisage the 
glories of Bank Hall as a Jacobean mansion 
together with its setting of 18 acres of pleasure 
gardens, whilst admiring and maybe identifying 
some of the cultivars of snowdrops. 
 
Our host for the morning was Lionel Taylor, the 
archivist and a founder member of the Friends of 
Bank Hall. The dedication of the Friends has 
inspired the regeneration of both site and house. 
 
The present building dates from 1608. It was 
remodelled extensively under the ownership of 
George Anthony Legh-Keck by the architect 
George Webster, of Kendal, between 1832 and 
1833 as an example of 18th century Jacobean 
style. In the 20th century it was used by the Royal 
Engineers as a control centre in World War 2, and 
last occupied in 1971. 
 
In June 2017 the Heritage Trust for the North 
West became the owners of the site and signed a 
999-year lease with Lord Lilford’s estate in order 
to restore the hall and pleasure gardens. 
 
Snowdrops have a strong link with our research 
into Lancashire’s War Memorial Parks and 
Gardens. The bulbs can be seen as a symbol of the 
Crimean conflict sixty years before World War 1 
when the British troops christened the snowdrop 
‘the flower of consolation’. 
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To quote the Times Crimean war correspondent, 
William Russell: 
 
The soil wherever a flower has the chance of 
springing up pours forth multitudes of snowdrops, 
crocuses and hyacinths, with the young spring 
flowers forcing their way through the crevices of 
piles of shot and peering out from under shells 
and heavy ordnance. 
 
They were a cherished sign of optimism. 
Specimens were brought back by soldiers who 
collected them from the very south west of the 
East European peninsula near Sevastopol. When 
they flowered in Britain the following year, they 
were identified as Galanthus plicatus. 
 
 

 
 

Galanthus plicatus 

 
The Flower of Consolation or Star of Hope is so 
very appropriate in the setting at Bank Hall, where 
we were fortunate to see the work on the 
restoration of a Jacobean mansion together with 
its pleasure garden. 
 
After Bank Hall we gathered for lunch at Sweep’s 
Café, where we could join together and wish 
Adele a very happy birthday and enjoy a slice of 
her delicious cake. 
 

Jane Atkins 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SIZERGH CASTLE’S STUMPERY 
 
27th March 
 

 
 
 
Tucked away between a limestone wall and a 
tumble-down building lay a neglected strip of land 
at Sizergh which most of us gardeners will 
recognise – a handy place, out of the way, to 
deposit unwanted equipment and items of little 
current use, a dump. But head gardener, Susan 
Rowley, has creative ideas and wanted to 
commemorate an anniversary in 2016 – that of the 
British Pteridological Society (fern enthusiasts) 
which was founded in Kendal in 1891. 
 
Sizergh cares for 4 National Collections of ferns – 
Cystopteris (Bladder fern) found on limestone 
pavements; Asplenium scolopendrium (Hart’s 
tongue fern) commonly found in walls and along 
lanes, which can have a simple pinnate shape or 
divide into many-crested or crisped beauties; 
Dryopteris (Male fern) seen in its hardy forms in 
woodland in northern counties; Osmunda (Royal 
fern) which loves wet places and can grow to 2 
metres; fossils of Osmunda show that it dates back 
180 million years. 
 
Susan wanted to display ferns alongside 
interesting ornamental plants in order to create a 
tapestry of foliage, texture and colour. In early 
spring there are varieties of Brunnera, Euphorbia, 
Pulmonaria and Primula interspersed with many 
Narcissi and Anemone blanda; shrubs for height 
include Corylopsis, Acer and Viburnum. 
 
A stroke of good fortune occurred when news 
arrived of tree felling in the path of the Heysham 
by-pass, which gave Susan the opportunity to 
make use of large trunks and roots thus creating a 
once-popular feature, a stumpery. Their massive, 
gnarled presence makes a wonderful complement 
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to the graceful, finely-cut ferns springing beside 
them. As the season progresses, the stumps are 
covered by scrambling, twining vines of 
honeysuckle and clematis varieties. 
 
The several beds have been edged with stone 
reclaimed from around the Sizergh estate. 
 
We were given a tour also of the walled garden 
where fruit, vegetables, salad and herbs are grown 
to be used in the restaurant’s kitchen; at this time 
of year rhubarb, wild garlic and leeks are being 
cropped. Later, special salad varieties and edible 
flowers will be supplied besides the more 
traditional fare. This area had a sheltered 
atmosphere, due to the enclosing walls and the tall 
conifers on the windward side. A busy 
propagation programme was in full swing, filling 
the two heated greenhouses.  
 
We were shown the formal areas around the 
castle, from the Georgian terrace to the Edwardian 
additions made by Margaret Hulton in Arts & 
Crafts style – the mirror lake beneath a stepped, 
stone terrace and the long, narrow Dutch garden 
whose focal point is a pretty summerhouse 
reminiscent of those by Lutyens and Peto. 
 

 
 

Sizergh’s Arts & Crafts summerhouse in 2018 

 
Margaret was the second wife of Sir Gerald 
Strickland, and commissioned the famous 
limestone rock-garden as well as those mentioned 
above. There is a Lancashire connection here, 
because Margaret was a member of the Hulton 
family of Hulton Park, Bolton, sold in 1998 for 
the first time in 800 years. 
 
Susan has more projects on her drawing board; to 
clean the lake and re-plant a weeping tree on its 

island; to build a small show greenhouse which 
might feature plants with a Maltese ancestry to 
reflect a family connection of the Stricklands, 
residents here for 800 years. She has just 3 full-
time gardeners on this large estate, and the 
welcome assistance of over 60 volunteers who act 
as garden guides, or take turns sowing, 
transplanting, weeding and picking. She 
anticipates that her projects will come to fruition, 
aided by sales of plants and produce to the 
visitors. 

Editor 
 

History of the BPS - extract from their website 

The current BPS was founded as the Northern 
British Pteridological Society in 1891, in Kendal, 
which was then in Westmorland. The meeting was 
set up by Robert Whiteside of Lancaster, and held 
in a room provided by Joseph Wiper, probably in 
his ‘Kendal Mint Cake’ factory.  Robert 
Whiteside’s rather ornate membership card is in 
the BPS Archive at World Museum Liverpool. 

The original members were all from the north of 
England, but by the time of the first AGM in 
August 1892, there were members from other 
parts of the country, so the ‘Northern’ was 
dropped from the name. The first President was 
Dr Frederick Stansfield. Many other notable 
names from this early society are remembered in 
varietal names, amongst them Bolton, Barnes, and 
Stabler. The aim of the Society was to encourage 
the collection and raising of the best varieties of 
ferns. 

Some of the proceedings of the early Society are 
available in the Special Publication, ‘Abstracts of 
Reports and Papers Read at Meetings 1894-1905’, 
and articles relating to the first 100 years of the 
BPS are collected together in the Special 
Publication ‘The History of British Pteridology 
1891 – 1991’. Michael Hayward’s new book on 
‘The Jones Nature Prints’ also contains a wealth 
of historical information. These books can all be 
purchased from the society. 
 
Today, the Society has a world-wide membership, 
and supports gardeners, horticulturalists, field 
botanists, scientists, and artists, through 
publications, meetings, and social media. 

https://ebps.org.uk/ 
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National collections of ferns in the north west – 
 
Sizergh Castle: Cystopteris, Osmunda, 
Dryopteris, Asplenium scolopendrium 
  
Holehird, Windermere: Polystichum 
 

 
 

FERN – Dryopteris wallichiana 
 
The Latin genus name Pteris refers to the Greek 
name for fern (also meaning feathery) and only 
relates to bracken, an invasive, tough plant which 
is poisonous to animals and unsuitable for 
gardens. It is easy to tell the difference between 
bracken and ferns; bracken has a central stem and 
the fronds occur along the stem in pairs. Fern 
fronds all arise from the base of the plant. 
 
 

 
 

BRACKEN – Pteridium aquilinum 

 
 
THE WHITWORTH, MANCHESTER 
WALLPAPERS AND GARDEN 
 
The April event for Lancashire Gardens Trust was 
slightly unusual. It was a visit to the Whitworth 
Art Gallery in Manchester. The reason was that 
the Whitworth holds a collection of Arts and 
Crafts decorative arts,  textiles and wallpapers and 

as several of the gardens we are visiting this year 
have an Arts and Crafts influence this was an 
opportunity to put the gardens into a wider 
context. 
 
 

 
 
We started off in the gallery, led by Dominique 
Heyes-Moore, Senior Curator of Textiles and 
Wallpapers looking at relevant objects on display 
as part of an exhibition on Ruskin and then went 
downstairs to the Study Centre where Dominique 
explained how the same pattern could be given 
two entirely different appearances simply by 
altering the number of colours used in its 
production and showed us samples from the 
collection. 
  
Then it was outside for a tour of the recently 
planted grounds around the gallery by Patrick 
Osborn, Landscape Technician and Sustainability 
Manager. We began in a very shady garden to the 
side of the gallery before moving on to the 
landscape in what is an open sided square flanked 
on three sides by the Whitworth where Patrick 
explained the challenges of maintaining a garden 
in such an exposed position as the planting merges 
into the open spaces of a public park. It is faintly 
reassuring to know that urban squirrels are as fond 
of tulip bulbs as their more rural relatives. 
 
One of the problems Patrick faces is that recent 
building work which used heavy machinery has 
compacted the earth around mature trees and so 
steps are being taken in an attempt to aerate the 
earth again. 
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Both tours generated so many questions that they 
both overran. It was Uthra Rajgopal, who was the 
liaison between the LGT and the Whitworth, who 
suggested the tour of the grounds and thanks to 
this the two tours complemented each other and 
made for a fascinating visit. 
 

Alan Robinson 
 
HORTUS BOTANICUS, LEIDEN 
 
During the Spring I was able to spend some time 
in Holland.  The main purpose of the trip was to 
explore at leisure the magnificent gardens at 
Keukenhof. They did not disappoint and I was 
treated to superb displays, not only of daffodils, 
hyacinths and tulips but many other floriferous 
plants in the pavilions. 
 

 
 

 
 

However, splendid as Keukenhof was, the real 
gem of the holiday was the morning I spent at the 
Hortus Botanicus at Leiden.  It is the oldest 
botanical garden in the Netherlands and one of the 
oldest in Europe, dating back to 1590.  It was 
established by the University of Leiden primarily 
for the benefit of medical students.  Sandwiched 
on an island within the canal system of the city, it 
looked stunning in the unseasonable warm sunny 
weather of early spring. 
 
      

   
 
          
The man given the job of establishing the garden 
was the botanist Carolus Clusius.  The original 
garden he formed was small but contained more 
than a thousand different plants, garnered from his 
many contacts in the plant world, including the 
Dutch East India Company.  Through them he and 
his successors collected many tropical and sub-
tropical plants from the Indies and from South 
Africa. It is also claimed to have brought the first 
tulip bulb into the country, as well as the potato 
from America, though I always thought that was 
Sir Walter Raleigh! 
 
Another major contribution was made by Philipp 
von Siebold employed by the East India Company 
in Japan who sent back plants to establish a 
Japanese-style garden at the Hortus.  This section 
of the garden was very different to the rest, 
showcasing the restful, contemplative style of the 
Japanese.  
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The first greenhouses of the Hortus were begun in 
the latter part of the 17th century, including a 
beautiful Orangery.   The brand new one had not 
been opened yet but the one 
  

     
 

we did explore was fascinating.  I had never seen 
a pineapple actually growing on the plant, nor had 
I ever had a very large butterfly land on my head 
just as I was trying to photograph another settled 
under a large tropical leaf! 

 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

Visiting the Hortus Botanicus at Leiden was a 
morning very well spent and one I can highly 
recommend if you are in the area. 

Diana Stenson 

Are you visiting somewhere interesting this 
summer? Do send some photos with captions or 
a few notes about how much you enjoyed the 
park or garden! 

SMITHILLS HALL GARDEN 
May 23rd 
 
We had visited this remarkable place some years 
ago and on that occasion we investigated the 
many layers of landscape history which tell such a 
fascinating story. The house itself tells an 
eloquent tale when we take note of its sections 
built in the C13, then additions by its Tudor 
owners, later by its Regency owner, Richard 
Ainsworth, and lastly the Devey wing 
commissioned by his grandson in the Victorian 
era. Each building period was complemented by 
an alteration to the landscape, for which evidence 
can still be seen. 
 
This time we came to study in particular the Arts 
& Crafts influence at Smithills. There are several 
artefacts to help tell this story, to be found in the 
house, in the garden, and in drawings and 
paintings. 
 
Colonel R. Henry Ainsworth inherited the hall and 
park from his uncle, Peter, and soon embarked on 
a project to make a comfortable and fashionable 
place to host guests and their servants and to 
entertain them, both indoors and on the grouse 
moor. Two famous men were commissioned at the 
same time; James Pulham was celebrated for his 
skilled workmanship in creating massive rock 
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gardens combined with lakes and waterfalls; 
George Devey was much in demand with 
aristocratic owners for his skill in building houses 
and additions in medieval and Tudor styles. Both 
were working on various properties owned by 
members of the Rothschild family at this time. 
 
George Devey (1820-1886) is regarded as the 
father of the Arts & Crafts movement, two of his 
pupils being Charles Voysey and Norman Shaw; 
he studied with the artist John Sell Cotman but 
made his career as an architect, specialising at first 
in estate cottages in a vernacular style. He was an 
early exponent of the art of simulating great age in 
a building; at Smithills his brief was to transform 
the west wing to include a billiard room and 
smoking room – today’s leisure suite – and 
provide service rooms and bedrooms. If we look 
closely at the south façade it is difficult to identify 
the join between the old and the new.  
 

 
 

Devey’s additions start with the larger windows and continue to the left. 

 
His stroke of genius was to remove traffic from 
the south front and create the main entrance on the 
north side, thus liberating the front to make a long 
terrace on three levels. The long, narrow lawn 
near the house was suited to games of bowls and 
croquet; the next level accessed by ample flights 
of steps presented the opportunity for the newly-
fashionable herbaceous border backed by a low 
stone wall; the lowest level is a wall and ditch, 
probably converted from an earlier ha-ha. 
 
 

 
 
This layout, a terrace wrapped around two sides of 
the long, complex building, is not in the style we 
associate with an Arts & Crafts garden. We expect 
enclosure, clipped hedges, strict geometry in the 
style of the C16 knot garden. Architects were the 
usual designers of these gardens, and chose 
medieval and Tudor models in a search for the 
England of a non-industrial age. An enclosed style 
was in fact what Devey designed for Penshurst, a 
Tudor manor which he enlarged for Lord de l’Isle. 
On a plan for Smithills by William Senior dated 
1620 there is a layout showing a series of 
geometric gardens near the house, to which Devey 
might have made reference when designing a new 
layout here. But no, there was another force at 
work. 
 
The west end of the terrace terminates in a mount, 
a low turf mound embellished by three wide 
flights of steps; we may bring to mind the 
splendid mount created at Wotton by John Evelyn 
(1620-1706) which also had flights of steps and 
was decorated with classical statues. The purpose 
was to gain a wonderful view. At Smithills this 
was across the Regency park ornamented with 
specimen lime trees and visually closed by a large 
pool, possibly accompanied by a folly, a temple. 
Dense tree growth now occludes a view. 
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The mount today; the modified sun-dial stands on top, which is incorrect 

 
The short arm of the terrace faces north and 
terminates in a semi-circular bastion; this is 
intended to look down on an important feature. In 
a deep valley below lies the Raveden brook, 
which runs behind the hall and takes a long, 
curving route through woodland for a quarter of a 
mile. James Pulham’s genius was to build a dam 
with a bridge over it, connecting the hall to 
Devey’s new stable and coach-house to the north; 
in this way a small lake was formed, and under the 
bridge massive rocks were manoeuvred to create a 
steep waterfall. Once we could follow the stream 
along several weirs, another wider lake and finally 
find its exit at the border of the estate. All is now 
too overgrown to do this. Pulham succeeded in 
bringing the Sublime Picturesque back into favour 
with the creation of his tremendous constructions 
for Victorians wishing to impress. What more 
appropriate for a household whose fortune was 
based on the forces and quality of water, so 
necessary to the bleaching business? 
 
Devey drew a simple turfed ‘court’ with, at its 
centre, an iconic Arts & Crafts artefact, a sun-dial, 
representing an age before mechanisation. 
However, Col. Henry replaced this with another 
A&C favourite, the Dutch garden; it was designed 
to display a bright array of spring bulbs and would 
have been a cheery antidote to smoky, industrial 
Bolton. 
 

 
 

The Dutch garden in a Country Life image of 1911. 

 
Leaders of the movement such as William Morris 
influenced the design of gardens which 
accompanied the houses in vernacular or Tudor 
style; there were to be no garish colours (scarlet 
pelargoniums and yellow calceolarias were 
particularly loathed) nor were there to be over-
improved flowers, such as highly-bred roses. 
Elaborate bedding schemes were criticised for 
their artificial appearance (‘pastry-cook gardens’), 
and fussy flower beds cut into the lawn to 
resemble embroidery were also taboo. The new 
philosophy championed flowers of a more natural 
form and coloration which grew in their season 
and were perennial.  

 

The herbaceous border; oil painting c.1890 

Hence the herbaceous border was born; it was 
developed to perfection by the artist, Gertrude 
Jekyll, whose chapter on Colour in ‘The Flower 
Garden’ is still inspiring today. Devey’s plan for a 
long herbaceous border at Smithills Hall was truly 
pioneering in 1874. 

Editor 
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CONSERVATION & PLANNING GROUP 

Report Spring 2018 

 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

In Newsletter 22 I reported that a local enquiry 
was to be held to hear the appeal against the 
refusal of the application for residential 
development at Hammond Ground, Read Park, 
near Whalley. This was held in October 2018 and 
we were relieved that the Planning Inspector 
upheld the refusal. Read Park is unregistered, but 
Hammond Ground is inseparable from it, although 
in a different ownership. This is good news and 
the integrity of the Park survives, (for the present 
at least). 

In 2017 we objected at a very late stage in the 
application for residential development at Harthill 
and Beechley, adjacent to Calderstones Park in 
Liverpool. The Council resolved to approve the 
application, however local pressure groups 
subsequently challenged the decision and in 
February this year the High Court overturned the 
permission on heritage grounds. Historic England 
are reviewing the case for registering Calderstones 
Park and we await the outcome of this. 
Unavoidably the development proposals may be 
resubmitted hopefully with a less intensive 
scheme, and this will require us to respond further 
at the appropriate time.  

One of the most interesting buildings and sites we 
have considered recently are the ruined Dog 
Kennels at Gisburne Park, Gisburn. This listed 
garden structure dates from about 1780 and is in a 
very advanced state of decay. The estate had 
proposals for stabilisation of the structure, and 
using the building as a backdrop for a wedding 
venue. Whilst not objecting to the principle of the 
work, the application was not fully thought out 
and there was no indication of how much of the 
building would be taken down and how much 
would remain after renovation. We have objected 
(as have other organisations) whilst these points 
are unresolved. 

  
Gisburne Park Dog Kennels adjacent to river upstream of Ribble Bridge 

 This application has nevertheless been approved 
by Ribble Valley BC, with demanding conditions 
requiring rebuilding within three months, but 
unavoidably placing a significant enforcement 
responsibility on themselves in ensuring 
compliance. The park is Grade II on the HE 
Register, being a rare example of a design by the 
amateur horticulturalist, Lord Petre (1713-1742). 

At the Grade II Registered Allerton Cemetery in 
Liverpool, we objected to the proposal for 
construction of a small mausoleum which 
appeared to conflict with the formal pathways 
which are a main component of the design of this 
early 20th Century site. Permission has 
nevertheless been granted and we hope that the 
final appearance will not be as intrusive as the 
application documentation indicated. 

Ashton Gardens in St Annes has recently been 
researched in depth as part of the War Memorials 
Parks and Gardens Research which has been 
covered by the 2018 travelling exhibition. There is 
a planning application to relocate a timber 
pavilion and construct a  larger pavilion at the 
bowling greens. In our opinion this has not been 
fully thought out and details of retention structures 
and finishes are unclear. We have objected to the 
designs as they stand and await further details. 

 

CONSERVATION 

We are always pleased to report on proposals for 
refurbishments and repair of structures and 
features within our Historic Designed Landscapes. 
At Stonyhurst, Lancashire’s most important 17th 
Century landscape, The College have submitted 
proposals for the repair and restoration of the 
clairvoie wall and observatory in the Terrace 
Gardens. We have supported this work, and look 
forward to its implementation. 
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The Observatory, Stonyhurst 

We are all aware of the considerable investment in 
our parks and gardens which has resulted in the 
last 25 years from the National Lottery Heritage 
Fund. The process for securing these grants is 
demanding and has produced Conservation 
Management Plans for historic sites to support the 
application documentation. This important 
evidence which covers approximately 2000 sites 
has been held by  the Fund, which wanted to 
relinqish the burden of their care. We added our 
organisation’s name to the plight of the archive in 
an open letter to The Times. Despite offers from 
the national Parks and Gardens Archive to provide 
a permanent home for this archive, according to 
the Sunday Times article of 29 March 2019, this 
has nevertheless been destroyed by the NLHF. If 
this is correctly reported, this represents a huge 
loss of historical research. 

NB The HLF has adopted a new name, the 
National Lottery Heritage Fund. 

 

On a more positive note, our Conservation and 
Planning Group has recently welcomed two new 
potential members as observers. It is hoped that 
they will be able to join us more formally in due 
course. 

Stephen Robson 

Chartered Landscape Architect and Town 
Planner 

 
 
RESEARCH & RECORDING 
 
This has been in abeyance during preparation of 
material for the website.  

 
THE GARDENS TRUST 
 
Bramham Park, Yorkshire.  
TGT organised a training day at this important 
landscape, a London & Wise garden of circa 1700 
to 1730, and Yorkshire Gardens Trust shared in 
organising the event. New members Pauline and 
Tim Chapman attended. Our equivalent landscape 
is Stonyhurst, by the same designer and 
plantsman, a Grade II* site. An appreciation of 
Bramham will help us to understand Stonyhurst 
better. 
 

 
 
A selection of papers from this study day will 
appear on our website, and on TGT website. 
 
March 29th, Garden Museum, London. 
 

 
 
TGT held their second annual meeting for 
chairpersons in this fascinating museum and 
garden; the major topic for discussion this time 
was how to increase the membership of The 
Gardens Trust (not the county trusts). TGT is the 
representative of Historic England ‘on the 
ground’; it reviews White Papers on heritage and 
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landscape policies when the government is 
considering new legislation, and it delivers 
training in conservation and planning matters on 
behalf of Historic England. It is the statutory 
consultee when planning applications are received 
by the planning department of a local authority. It 
organises conferences and study tours to deliver 
education in garden history which are informative 
and enjoyable.  
 
 
TGT must grow and thrive, so do please consider 
joining. Two or three from each of the 36 county 
trusts will make all the difference. 
 
We hope that our new website will spread the 
word more widely about its benefits. 
 

 
The Gardens Trust  
Can be contacted via 

www.thegardenstrust.org 
 

or contact the Administrator: 
70 Cowcross Street, London EC1, 6EJ 

 
OUR LOGO 
 
You may have noticed on the website images in 
this Newsletter that a logo is used featuring a 
stylised red rose. We trialled this for a while and 
then took a vote among council members about its 
suitability. The majority vote was to return to the 
original design, a drawing from the book – 
 
The Art and Craft of Garden Making, by Thomas 
Mawson, Lancashire’s landscape architect, (1861-
1933). The book was very popular and ran to 5 
editions, from 1900 to 1926. 
 

 
 

Lancashire Gardens Trust 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COUNCIL OF MANAGEMENT 
 
Chairman Elaine Taylor 
Vice-chairman Stephen Robson 
Company sec. Martin Hawkins 
Secretary vacant 
Membership Diana Stenson 
Conservation Stephen Robson  
Newsletter,      Elaine Taylor 
  Research 
Events  Alan Robinson 
Treasurer Martin Hawkins 
General Sheila Jones 

Steve Taylor  
Non-council - 
Website Sue Woodhouse 

 
Key members can be contacted via: 
 
enq@lancsgt.org.uk 
 
events@lancsgt.org.uk 
 
conservation@lancsgt.org.uk 
 
membership@lancsgt.org.uk 
01253 876 484 
 

 
Our events appear on our website, and you can 
print a Membership Application Form to give to 
anyone who shares our interests and aims. 

 

Newsletter Editor 
Mrs Elaine Taylor 

Holly Hill, Old Hall Clough, 
Lostock, BOLTON BL6 4LB 

 
Articles for future Issues may be sent to the 
above address, or as a 'Word' document to 

enq@lancsgt.org.uk 
 

All the articles in this magazine are the property of the 
Lancashire Gardens Trust. It is forbidden to reproduce them 

in any way, whether in written, electronic or oral form 
 

. 
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