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OUR OPENING THEME – HLF 

RESTORATIONS. 

 

Painshill Park, Surrey 

   One of the country's most astonishing 

buildings,the Crystal Grotto, will be restored to 

the dazzling appearance of its heyday, when it 

was described as the 'the finest of its type ever 

built'. 

The Grade I 18th century garden has won a 

grant of almost £750,000 from the Heritage 

Lottery Fund to complete the renovation of the 

grotto, considered to be the most spectacular of 

Painshill's many follies. 

   During the restoration, the main chamber will 

be lined with calcite, quartz and other minerals, 

while inverted wooden cones, plastered with 

lime mortar and studded with crystals, will re-

create artificial 'stalactites'. The public can see 

the work as it progresses, although opening 

times are limited. 

www.painshill.co.uk 

 

The Heritage Lottery Fund has once again 

announced resounding support for projects in 

the North West under the Parks for People 

banner. Conditions are strict and applicants 

have to demonstrate that their restoration 

project will not only benefit those living close 

to the park, but will also bring into the plan 

some new ideas. Local fund-raising efforts have 

to raise a proportion of the sum required, and a 

programme of events to make the most of 

newly restored and newly built facilities has to 

be put in place. 

   At the top of the list with a huge grant of £8 

million is the Whitworth Art Gallery, Oxford 

Road, Manchester; it was built in 1908 as the 

first English gallery designed within a park, and 

while much of this sum will provide the long-

awaited extension to display paintings, a 

proportion will be used to re-locate the main 

entrance into the park in the ambience of an art 

garden 'in a beautiful and inspiring 

environment'. 

   Victoria Park, St Helen's, has been awarded 

£3 million, to preserve its historic elements,  

 

 
 

including the conservation of the original 

entrance gates, the restoration of the Grade II 

Gate Lodge, and to provide for a range of new 

activities – meeting rooms, ranger offices and 

visitor reception. There will be stabilisation 

work to the folly, the pond will be fully restored 

http://www.painshill.co.uk/
http://www.painshill.co.uk/
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and good wetland habitats provided; a new 

garden will also be made and 2 new tennis 

courts will be built near the bowling greens. 

This was originally a private mansion, and it 

will be restored to provide meeting facilities for 

its tenant Age UK; its walled garden and 

orangery will also be put back to their glorious 

condition. Volunteers will  receive a range of 

training, including event planning and tree 

identification. 

   Mesnes Park, Wigan has been awarded £1.9 

million, for restoration of the entrance lodge, 

bowling pavilion and footpaths, and improved 

lighting and seating. 3 of the park's impressive 

features will be repaired: 

- the Coalbrookdale fountain, with its cast 

iron dolphins and serpents will be re-

instated; it was removed in the 1920s. 

- Pulham's rocky bank and cascade beside 

the pond will have a new pump. 

- The bronze statue of former MP Sir F 

Sharp Powell will be cleaned and its 

plinth re-pointed; it seems it brings 

good luck to rub his foot! 

This follows on from Stage 1, in which the 

bandstand, pavilion and shelter were restored 

with a grant of £1.8 million. 

   Lytham Hall has been awarded £2.4 million 

for repairs to the beautiful hall, by Carr of 

York, and also for the re-creation of historic 

features in the park and garden. Ruth Thurnhill 

and Nigel Neil have been working with 

Heritage Trust for the North West at Lytham to 

uncover these historic features. 

   King's Gardens, Southport has been 

deteriorating for some time, to the great 

disappointment of residents and visitors alike.  

 

 
 

A bid was made by Sefton council in 2009 for a 

massive re-vitalisation of this prominent park, 

and money was granted to do the necessary 

consultation with the public and the designers.  

This has now been completed, and the plans 

submitted with a request for £4.1 million. The 

key documents include the usual provision for 

training, access for the disabled, audience 

participation, and conservation; but added to 

these are plans to regenerate the resort, with  

business and economic plans for the promenade 

site. You can view these on 

www.sefton.gov.uk/pdf/ER_Summary 

 

   Moor Park, Preston and Winckley Square, 

Preston will also receive grants to restore their 

facilities and landscape to suit modern needs. 

 

SCOTLAND DECLARES WAR ON 

RHODODENDRONS 

 

Every Rhododendron ponticum in Scotland's 

national forests is to be eradicated in a major 

15-year programme. The Forestry Commission 

there describes the shrub as 'one of Scotland's 

most unwelcome invasive species' and has set 

aside £15 million to rid its forests of the weed. 

Eradication should also help limit new cases of 

the virulent pathogen Phytophthora ramorum 

which can cause death to native trees such as 

oak. The shrub has also invaded many private 

gardens, particularly in moist, westerly areas in 

England. Is this a good idea in the North West? 

 

 

 

http://www.sefton.gov.uk/pdf/ER_Summary
http://www.sefton.gov.uk/pdf/ER_Summary
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ENGLISH HERITAGE WEEKEND 

 

   The second weekend in September is the 

occasion for Britain to show off its heritage 

assets courtesy of the English Heritage Open 

Weekend. Any building, garden or collection 

can be opened free of charge, to the public, who 

can enjoy some unique example of Britain's 

past expertise from any walk of life. In some 

cases this is the opportunity to show the results 

of a restoration project. 

   We went to view the newly restored 84 

Plymouth Grove, Manchester, an architectural 

gem now stranded in a run-down area behind 

the city's huge hospital conglomeration. It will 

be known as The Gaskell House. 

   This was the home of the writer Elizabeth 

Gaskell (1810 – 1865); she lived in this elegant 

Italianate villa from 1850, and it is here that all 

but the first of her books were written. The 

Regency villa originally stood in the wide, tree-

lined avenue in the leafy outskirts of 

Manchester 'quite outside the smoke'. Elizabeth, 

William and their four daughters loved its 

generous atmosphere, its spacious rooms and its 

walled garden. Many guests enjoyed their 

hospitality, including Charlotte Brontë, Charles 

Dickens, John Ruskin and Harriet Beecher 

Stowe. After Elizabeth died, William and the 

two unmarried daughters lived on in the house 

until the death of the last survivor, Meta, in 

1913. 

   

 
 

   The house and garden today.  The house 

was saved from demolition in the 1960s; it was 

listed Grade II* and put on the Buildings at 

Risk Register. In 2004 it was acquired by a 

group of enthusiasts who formed the 

Manchester Historic Buildings Trust. Heritage 

Lottery Funding was obtained and a consortium 

has completed the first stage of repairs, to 

reveal the original internal fabric and the beauty  

of the exterior; the second stage will cost £2.6 

million; the Trust needs to raise £550,000 

towards this, and to date is still under half way. 

Please contact the Friends of Elizabeth Gaskell 

House (see below). It is of great literary 

significance, equalling the Brontë's Parsonage 

at Haworth: as the home of one of the few 

nineteenth century female writers it is of local, 

national and international importance. 

Elizabeth's novels Cranford, North and South 

and Wives and Daughters are still widely read. 

   Part of the garden is now covered by a 3-

storey apartment block belonging to the 

University of Manchester, dating from the 

period when this was the International Club for 

students. The remaining space, the all-

important setting for the house, is to be restored 

according to a newly drawn plan, in keeping 

with Elizabeth's recollections and diary entries.         

 

 A beautiful historic plan of Plymouth Grove 

and its surrounding avenues shows some very 

early town planning; semi-detached villas are 

treated as one site, and the long, rectangular 

plots have gardens laid out to match one 

another although slightly different. The whole 

scene is a model of John Loudon's Gardenesque 

style.  
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The straight-line boundaries are hidden by 

undulating paths, carriage drives form a C-

shaped curve at the front, and oval island 

flower beds punctuate open lawns. Budding had 

invented the lawn-mower in 1830, making 

suburban lawns an exciting novelty; he worked 

for a manufacturer of velvet, and put to good 

use his expertise at shearing expanses of looped 

pile cloth to make the velvet brushed effect. 

   Janet Allan, leader of the Friends Group and 

moving force behind the restoration, is hoping 

to gather together a group of volunteers who 

will care for the garden once it is planted. In 

fact, this needs to be a promise rather than a 

hope, to qualify for the next HLF Bid. If there 

are any gardeners willing to give some time to 

this very worth-while cause, can they please 

contact her?  

elizabethgaskellhouse.org/forms/friends/pdf 

chairman@elizabethgaskellhouse.org 

Ms Janet Allan, 10 Dale Road, New Mills, 

Derbyshire SK22 4NW 

 

JAMES PULHAM & SON 

 

   What is that strange rock formation? Is it real 

or has it been made? On our visits to parks and 

gardens throughout Lancashire we have 

encountered tunnels, caves, weirs, cascades and 

even ravines. Further investigation has revealed 

that these ambitious and realistic constructions 

were designed and built by the firm of James 

Pulham & Son. 

    

 
 

  The firm rose from being manufacturers of 

ornamental stonework to the foremost rock-

garden builders in the country; at their peak 

they worked in Battersea Park and St. James' 

Park in London, Audley End, Sandringham 

Royal Estate, Waddesden, Wisley and 

Madresfield Court, Worcs. Their most 

spectacular project was the recently re-

discovered Dewstow (Newport, S. Wales 

1895); here, an underground rocky world 

features streams, cascades and pools mingling 

with caves, grottoes, tunnels and ferneries. 

There is even a balustraded walk with vases. 

   They were a good example of keeping a 

secret in the family. Such was the demand for 

large-scale rock-gardens that they developed a 

recipe for making artificial stone on-site, named 

Pulhamite. Much cheaper than the cost of 

haulage from a distant quarry, and they could 

build in areas where there was no local stone at 

all. It is said that the recipe vanished when the 

last family member died. 

   There were four generations of Pulham, all 

named James: James (1)  1793 – 1838, was a 

clever modeller of ornamental stone 

decorations used by architects; like Coade, 

these were in great demand because they were 

cheaper than carved stone. James and his 

partner invented a Portland stone cement; it had 

a natural stone colour and was preferred to the 

brown Roman cement generally in use. The 

business moved to London in 1824, a time of 

feverish building activity in the capital (Regent 

Street, Buckingham Palace, the Mall …).  

James (2) 1820 – 1898, took over the business 

at only 18 years old, and moved with his uncle 

to Hertfordshire, where they started to build 

large rock gardens, incorporating pools, 

cascades, fountains and even a lake. They 

created the artificial 'rocks' by building rough 

shapes from rubble and crushed bricks, then 

coating them with their special cement. They 

became skilled at simulating natural rock 

formations, showing geological accuracies such 

as strata. Their earliest surviving example to 

visit is at Highnam Court, Gloucs. (see the 

NGS Yellow Book), where a spectacular half-

acre rock garden incorporates a stream, pools, 

mailto:chairman@elizabethgaskellhouse.org
mailto:chairman@elizabethgaskellhouse.org
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weirs, a bridge and two caves – all in 

Pulhamite. 

 

                                                                   
 

   The manufactury became established at 

Broxbourne, Herts, and the next generation 

entered with James (3) 1845 – 1920. Garden 

ornaments poured off their production line, 

made of Pulhamite and also of  terracotta – 

vases, fountains, balustrading, and the firm won 

medals at Exhibitions in London and Paris in 

1851, 61 and 62. James (4)  struggled on until 

the second War but eventually closed down by 

1945. 

   The rise in fashion of the rock-garden went 

hand-in-hand with Pteridomania, the Victorian 

fern craze. Ferns found a natural home in rocky 

crevices and looked wonderful there, the bright 

green, delicate fronds contrasting perfectly with 

the hard, grey surfaces, or with the glitter of 

trickling water. James (2) had studied works on 

geology and had travelled throughout the 

British Isles to find examples of different kinds 

of stone; he was adept at marketing, for he 

wrote a booklet extolling the beauties of wild 

scenery. 

 

 
 

  He tells of reading 'Glimpses of Ancient Earth' 

which awakened his love of geology, and 

reading the novels of Sir Walter Scott which 

stirred his love of the picturesque and wild 

scenery in Scotland. He went to experience the 

emotions stirred by 'sublime' landscapes (those 

which inspire awe and horror). Not only did he 

quote Scott, but composed his own verse: 

  

'Not as if stones piled by the workman's hand, 

But strikingly natural, effective and grand: 

Some relics to appear in confusion hurled, 

As if fragments of our ancient world.' 

 

 
 

Even a rustic bridge could be made of Pulhamite 

 

   The book, Picturesque Ferneries and Rock 

Garden Scenery, undated, contains descriptions 

of the scenery which his firm was capable of 

making and features some very early 

photographs. Some of his terminology includes: 

Rocky cliff, rocky dell, hardy fernery, rocky 

lake, waterfall, dropping well, cavern, cave, 

fern-clad ravine, rocky cliff to hide a wash-
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house, to support banks for alpines, to hide out-

buildings, to hide a gardener's cottage; inside 

and outside temperate fernery, cavernous 

recess for boat-house. 

 

  What a wonderland! His clients must have 

yearned for their rocky scene to be completed 

so they could start the heady business of 

planting; some even had their fernery lead 

directly from the drawing room, it was such a 

desirable feature to show to guests.    
 

  James (2) describes how their stones appear 

as in nature: some broken fragments, some 

cropping up, or out at various angles … an 

escarpment in irregular, rugged, picturesque, 

Romantic form. 

They are arranged especially to provide a good 

home for plants:  

In this imitation, (rocks) are worked with 

numerous hollows between the strata, on the 

ledges, in the cracks and clefts, with plenty of 

space for soil, having good drainage for plants 

to grow freely and arranged wo that all get 

moisture, by the hollows communicating with 

each other. He warns against the early 19th 

century predilection for a pile of rubble and 

glitter. If what some call a pretty fernery is 

wanted, I can send men to do it, and adorn it 

with sellls, bits of glass, clinkers, spar flints &c. 

in this Cockney tea-garden style, which some 

seem to prefer for want of knowing what is 

picturesque and in good taste. 

   At the end of his booklet, he gives lists of 

plants suitable for different rocks and different 

aspects – sun, shade, limestone etc. He loved 

his plants. The choice of hardy ferns is wide-

ranging and includes some rarities; he 

recommends that alpines and succulents be 

planted not singly but in irregular groups, 

following the advice given by the great 

plantsman, William Robinson, Alpine Flowers 

for English Gardens, 1870. 

   James (3) and (4) (1873-1957) took colossal 

rock gardens into the 20th century. They made a 

speciality of seaside promenades and botanic 

gardens, moved from one wealthy industrialist's 

garden to another, and embellished the lakes of 

London Zoo, Buckingham Palace and Wisley. 

The growing fascination for alpine plants and 

the urge to create a home to nurture them gave 

the rock garden a whole new role. Reginald 

Farrer's glowing descriptions of plant-hunting 

forays in the Alps only served to fan the flames 

of enthusiasm higher. From My Rock Garden, 

1909 to The English Rock Garden, 1925, with 

Among the Hills and The Dolomites between 

them, chapter and verse on building and 

planting one's own version was there to whet 

the appetite. The popularity of the rockery 

persists, even with owners of small gardens. It 

was Geoff Hamilton, late-lamented presenter of 

Gardener's World on Fridays, who pleaded with 

viewers NOT to buy water-worn Westmorland 

limestone. He even had his own recipe for an 

artificial version! The result is that 3 years ago, 

English Heritage paid the commercial price and 

bought the last quarry of this stone, in 

Silverdale, and immediately closed it. Perhaps 

it's time for Pulhamite to be revived. The 

business closed during World War II, and it is 

said that the recipe for their unique product 

passed away too. 

   There is an ancestor of one of the rock-

makers; Claude Hitching has left no stone 

unturned in his search for Pulham rock gardens, 

and his website www.pulham.org.uk  shows 

some wonderful examples of their work. His 

long-awaited book is due to be published early 

next year. 

   Durability Guaranteed was the promised 

given by the firm for all of their creations; it is 

the title of a comprehensive booklet on the 

conservation and repair of these remarkable 

rock gardens. 

www.english-heritage.org.uk/publications 

 

 SITES IN HISTORIC LANCASHIRE  

http://www.pulham.org.uk/
http://www.pulham.org.uk/
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/publications
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/publications
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Mesnes Park, Wigan: the cascade will soon flow again 
 

 
 

Miller Park, Preston: the rocky tunnel hides the railway 

       

 Fortunately for us, James's booklet contains a 

list of commissions in the 1860s and 1870s, and 

a good number were in Lancashire. 

Constructions here started in Preston, and it 

seems that the firm worked hand-in-hand with 

the landscape gardener, Edward Milner, who 

designed Miller and Avenham parks as a cotton 

famine scheme, and made additions to the older 

Moor Park.  
Avenham Park, 1866, 1874,5 waterfall, cave & c. 
Moor Park, 1865, 1897  rocks for bridges to          
 rest on, rocky tunnel and roadway, fountain. 
The New Park (Miller) 1864 waterfall, cliffs, 
 rocky pond, drinking fountain. 

 

Connections with Preston business people 

yielded more commissions, for Mr F Miller of 

Horrocks's mills at his home in Singleton, and 

for Lieutenant Colonel Birchall at his home 

Ribbleton Hall (now Grange Park). 
Singleton Hall, (no date)  cave and dropping 
    well. 
Ribbleton Hall, 1868  fernery & c. 

 

   There were other commissions at this time in 

Oldham, Manchester, Liverpool, Warrington 

and Accrington. But the Preston work in 

conjunction with Edward Milner bore fruit 

again, for they next combined in 1870 to build 

the beautiful Pavilion Gardens in Buxton, 

where a stream was given the full, imaginative 

treatment; entering from underground, the 

water surges over a succession of weirs, curls 

round the bandstand, winds its way into not one 

lake but two, divided by an ornate bridge, feeds 

a 6 metre high jet of water before disappearing 

into a copse and underground again. All has 

been recently restored, and the stones look like 

Derbyshire limestone – but are they? 
 
Allerton Hall, 1869, 70  rocky road, also     
bridge to rest on rocks and hide outbuildings.  
Smithills Hall, 1873, 74 and 76 waterfall and rocky 
stream with bridge across, resting on the rocks. 

 

The Pulhams must have been thrilled to come 

and work for Col. H Ainsworth at Smithills, 

Bolton, for the site was a steep valley. The  
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opportunity arose at last to create some truly 

sublime, hilly scenery; a dam was formed 

across the little valley and a pack-horse bridge 

built on it, to create a lake behind. Huge chunks 

of local sandstone were piled in front of the 

bridge, descending 15 metres, so that water 

gushes out of the lake, under the bridge and 

down the rocks. The whole system used to 

comprise a series of weirs and another lake 

further down the valley, but erosion has worn 

away the distinct features. The cascade 

however still gushes with white water after 

heavy rain. 

 

Commissions in Lancashire continued after 

publication of the booklet.  

 
Mesnes Park, Wigan, 1878 A series of rock 
 banks beside the lake, with waterfall. 

 

Great piles of rocks, probably local sandstone, 

imitate a natural low hillside and make an 

arresting feature at one end of the lake; the 

waterfall has not run for some time, but 

restoration is in progress. 

 
 

Roynton: the Japanese lake, tea-house and cascade 

 

We next see the Pulhams working with the 

landscape architect Thomas Mawson in 

Lancashire; at Roynton Cottage, Rivington, the 

steep contours of the hillside site were shaped 

into a series of descending paths with rock 

gardens between; starting in 1905, a lake was 

hewn out of the hillside and the banks were a 

natural home for heathers. In a second phase, a 

natural ravine was exploited to create an 

astonishing series of waterfalls and weirs; the 

woodland paths cross back and forth, over two 

bridges so the visitor can gain maximum 

pleasure from the splashing water. Reaching the 

top of the waterfall, we climb up to find a series 

of rocky caves. All this work, one enormous 

rock garden of 18 ha, took place between 1905 

and 1925. 

 
 
St Anne's: the promenade 
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Ashton Gardens: the Japanese lake and bridge 

 

The fashion for Japanese gardens took hold of 

our English imagination in the early years of 

the 20th century, and made full capital from the 

rocky lake feature; the possibility of planting 

brilliantly-coloured azaleas and acers only 

added to the desirability. In Lancashire, Pulham 

& Son built four tours de force in this genre: 

 
The Promenade, St Anne's, 1914, 15; 
Ashton Gardens, St Anne's, 1916, 17; 
Lytham Cemetery; similar date 

Roynton Cottage for Lord Leverhulme, 1922. 

  

   Opinions on the quality of the Pulhams' work 

include praise by the Victorian garden writer 

Mr Shirley Hibberd, who wrote in The 

Gardeners' Magazine, 1888: 

 This is a noble construction in 

agreement throughout with the characteristics 

of the new red sandstone or triassic. The 

imitation is so perfect that we have to assure 

ourselves of its artificiality, the great blocks 

being admirably modelled. 

 

Mr Graham S Thomas, gardens advisor to the 

National Trust before John Sales, writes: 

   Seeing some of these creations today makes 

one realise how successful they were 

aesthetically and geologically, and they were 

also permanent. It is only occasionally that a 

slight flaw or chip reveals the brick or other 

material so skilfully covered. Covered, that is, 

not by simply pouring a slurry of tinted cement 

mixture over the foundation, but by fingering, 

tooling, brushing the surface, and by other 

techniques, to make them so deceptive that a 

visitor to one of their great works at Brighton 

Aquarium (now unhappily gone) remarked that 

the stone used was the Old Red Sandstone. And 

he was a 'gentleman of the British Association' 

said Mr Pulham, triumphantly! 

 

Who knows what skills were used to build the 

ferneries in the Manchester Aquarium and the 

Southport Aquarium, both also unhappily gone. 

By their creation of some astounding rock 

features, the Pulhams brought into the twentieth 

century some lingering vestiges of the 

Picturesque and the Sublime. 

 

A LATE WINTER EVENT 

 

LEAGRAM HALL, CHIPPING 

and the Snowdrop Walk 

 

 
 

On Friday 25th January the Chipping research 

group played host to the Lancashire Gardens 

Trust, where they shared their findings on the 

lost 19th century woodland garden of Leagram. 

The gardens are set on a secluded hillside above 

Chipping in an Area of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty. The present owner, John Weld-

Blundell, allowed the group to visit the gardens 

laid out by his great-great uncle, the eminent 

Victorian naturalist and horticulturist John 

Weld. 
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   The group met in St Mary's community Hall, 

Chipping, quite appropriately as the former 

school and church are built on land given by the 

Weld family. Here they were welcomed and 

introduced to our host, and shown a short 

Powerpoint presentation about the history of 

Leagram Hall; estate plans, maps and old 

photographs gave a fascinating record. 

   Leagram Hall is situated in the former Royal 

Forest of Bowland. Little Bowland was the 

Lancashire part of the forest, whilst Greater 

Bowland was in Yorkshire. Boundary changes 

in the 1970s placed the whole of the Forest of 

Bowland within Lancashire.  Leagram Hall 

stands on the site of the Old Park Lodge; the 

building of lodges within deer parks was to 

provide accommodation for hunting parties, or 

even the Parker, who held the coveted office in 

the mediaeval period.  The Old Park Lodge at 

Leagram was first mentioned in the 1340s; it 

was a H-shaped building of timber and plaster 

and was altered in the 16th century. Re-building 

in stone began in 1775 when the Weld family 

inherited the Stonyhurst estate, including 

Leagram. It was re-built again in 1822 when 

George Weld and the family came to live here; 

it was at this time that the garden took shape. 

The present Leagram Hall was built in 1965 in 

a simple Neo-classical style.  

   The gentleman in the photograph is probably 

John Weld (1813-1888), eldest son of George, 

who succeeded to Leagram on the death of his 

father; he made many improvements to the 

garden.  

 

 
 

 

He was an artist and an historian. He had also a 

great enthusiasm for natural history. His 

illustrated manuscripts and nature notes are in 

the Harris Museum and also in the Lancashire 

Record Office. 

   The Ordnance Survey map of 1891, at the 

scale of 25" to the mile, is probably the most 

detailed ever produced of the area; it shows 

numerous hedgerow trees near Leagram Lodge 

and the fruit and vegetable gardens and 

glasshouses below the Hall. Many of the big 

old trees in the Park remain to the present day. 

   After a hotpot lunch in the Cobble Corner 

café, the group visited Leagram Hall, where 

they strolled the woodland walks, saw the 

remains of the walled garden, the newly-

installed fountain in the old sunken garden, and, 

of course, the carpets of beautiful snowdrops. 

 

   Barbara Demaine, 

 Irena Preston, Julia Hawkins 

 
STANLEY PARK, BLACKPOOL 

 

 
 

Lancashire's pre-eminent park has Grade II* 

status and is a model of great design; its centre, 

the Italian rotunda, is the perfect focal point, 

and all the other sections radiate from it. The 

plan has some symmetry, some geometry and 

some curvaceous lines; when walking around it 
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the effect is of long, leafy avenues, grand 

entrances, hidden sections which unfold as you 

approach, rich detail here, open green spaces 

there. For such a wide, expansive space there is 

no feeling of emptiness; every vista is filled 

with width and height, focus and progression. 

   

 
 

Salvias and begonias in the Italian rotunda. 

 

In 1922 Blackpool Corporation commissioned 

T H Mawson & Sons to draw plans for this site, 

part marshy, part sandy and part the remains of 

a brickworks. The scheme became famous as 

the most ambitious one attempted by an English 

municipality in modern times, and the park 

received visitors from other town planners from 

both home and abroad. 

  It is special for several reasons. Firstly, the 

provision for sport was the best and most 

comprehensive of any park to date. One county 

cricket ground and two other amateur ones; an 

athletics oval, 6 football pitches, 8 tennis 

courts, 8 bowling greens and open playing 

fields. The land devoted to a golf course was 

deemed too small for a competition quality 18-

hole course by its designer, and so 96 acres 

were given to it. The 22 acre lake made use of 

the natural depression in marshy land and was 

given an island and a bridge. Trees and shrubs 

were planted to create screens, so that each 

feature was surrounded. 

  Secondly, it set high standards of horticulture. 

A suite of glass houses and nursery beds were 

created in order to raise the thousands of plants 

needed for changing displays; a conservatory 

was divided into separate sections, each kept at 

a different temperature to nurture temperate and 

tropical plants. The Italian rotunda was planted 

with blazing colours twice a year; the Rose 

Garden was an oasis of colour and perfume 

throughout the summer, and the woodland 

gardens were planted with shrubs which were 

bright with spring blossom, summer flower, 

autumn foliage and berries, and winter 

evergreens. 

  Thirdly, buildings throughout the park were 

designed to a high standard, and were to 

complement one another. The crowning glory 

in the whole design was the design of the 

surrounding housing on West, East and North 

Park Drives, which exudes quality and 

craftsmanship to this day; houses were to high 

standards of craftsmanship, using hand-made 

bricks, individual ironwork, Lakeland slate 

roofs and oak doors. All such details were to be 

submitted by the architects to T H Mawson & 

Sons. 

   

 
 

One of the four lead statues portraying the seasons. 

 

The quality of statuary was astounding for a 

public place. A great benefactor was John 

Magee, a friend of Lord Leverhulme and a 
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Bolton brewer. He attended the great sale at 

Stowe, Bucks. in 1922 and purchased lead 

statues for Stanley Park – 2 recumbent lions 

and four peasants portraying the seasons, 

carrying seasonal artefacts such as fruit, corn 

sheaves and game birds. The lions remain, but 

the four seasons were stolen in 1985; not only 

that, but their replicas were stolen in early 

August this year. The high price of metals has 

fuelled crimes of this sort in vulnerable places – 

public and private gardens, churches and 

museums. 

 

  During our guided tour of the park, one of 

their newly-trained guides pointed out many of 

these features to us. We noted details outlined 

in the morning lecture by Elaine Taylor, when 

she gave an analysis of Mawson's Parks, 

Promenades and Gardens of Remembrance in 

Lancashire. The firm had made an early start in 

park design and construction, with Burslem and 

Hanley parks in 1897 and 98, both currently 

undergoing restoration. More examples of their 

harmonious park design can be seen at Falinge 

Park, Rochdale (1903), Lever Park, Chorley 

(1906), Barrow Park (1907 and 1920), Haslam 

Park, Preston (1911). Restoration work has 

been carried out at all these places. 

  

 
 

A magnificent staircase at Haslam Park, Preston 

 

  The Mawson firm excelled not only in park 

design, but also in Civic Art, the subject of a 

book by Thomas Mawson. He advocated an 

overall planned approach; a park should be 

linked to the major entrance to a town, its 

railway station, and link in with the main 

arteries, its principal thoroughfares. This  

 
 

Lord Street, Southport – 1930s 

 

thinking came into its own with the firm's plans 

for the newly emerging seaside resorts. He was 

keen to advise a Borough Corporation to 

acquire land whilst it was still available at a 

reasonable price; he drew plans, uninvited, 

against the day when more work might become 

possible. These ideas are coming into their own 

just now, when resorts such as St. Anne's and 

Southport are seeking to improve their 

promenades. 

  Mawson influenced the design of promenades 

at Blackpool, Southport and St.Anne's in some 

way. In Douglas, Isle of Man, a splendid Art 

Deco group of buildings decorate the space 

between the Marine Hall and the Gaiety 

Theatre (a Matcham theatre); the Mawson firm 

(principally Thomas's son, Edward) were 

invited to complete this space in 1913, and 

planned an impressive collection of gardens and 

buildings, worthy of a Hollywood film set. 

 

 
 

Villa Marina, Douglas. 
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  The First World War had a disastrous effect 

on landscape commissions. The firm closed 

down and Thomas worked as a munitions 

officer. In the years following this, the requests 

for War Memorial gardens were many, and the 

firm completed several designs in Lancashire. 

Simple memorials and their surrounds were 

made at Barrow and Lancaster; an interesting 

layout has been created at Kirkham, where the 

avenues leading up to the stone memorial are 

planted with pollarded lime trees, echoing those 

seen at the entrance to many French towns. A 

link with the place where the men fell is very 

poignant. 

  

 
 

Westfield Village – the War Memorial in the centre. 

 

 When Thomas lost one of his own sons he 

championed the idea of a sheltered village 

where the returning wounded could live and 

work in some way. A friend and client, Herbert 

Storey, gave his house in Lancaster with its 

land, to create such a village; money was raised 

by public subscription (and by an auction 

organised by an energetic lady) and the result is 

Westfield Village. The Mawson firm designed 

it, again using avenues of pollarded lime trees, 

and drew the plans also for the houses in Arts 

and Crafts style, all enriched with hand-made 

ironwork and carpentry. It is now a 

Conservation Area, and precedance is given to 

applicants from the armed forces. 

 

RESEARCH AND RECORDING 

 

The team is now engaged in an exercise to 

classify the sites which were visited and 

surveyed by volunteers. Some of them started 

this exercise at the bottom of the list and have 

risen in spectacular fashion to the top; others 

have moved in the opposite direction, all as a 

result of having been seen or investigated in 

greater depth. 

   The result of classification into the good, the 

bad and the ugly will be: 

 

a)   a meaningful list will be prepared to hand to 

local planning authorities, to help them in 

decision-making. 

b)   some interesting projects will grow out of 

all the information, to present to the public our 

findings about Lancashire's heritage. 

 

EXPLORE THE DESIGNED LANDSCAPE 

OF THE CEMETERY 

 

 
                        

 
Preston Cemetery Grade II                                           

Whitworth Cemetery Grade II 
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Cemeteries were designed as green landscapes 

and parks, many of them being created prior to 

the public parks.  They are now being 

recognised as places to visit and  ‘friends 

groups’ have been formed to ensure that they 

are cared for.  There is even a national 

federation of cemetery friends 

www.cemeteryfriends.org.uk.  

 

We have already surveyed and collected 

information for eleven cemeteries in the present 

Lancashire County and there are fourteen 

English Heritage registered cemeteries across 

the pre-1974 County. However there are 

another eighty-six cemeteries not surveyed,  

thirty-six in Lancashire, fifteen in  Merseyside 

and thirty-five in Greater Manchester. The first 

designed cemetery in the County was St James’ 

in Liverpool (1829) and it is Lancashire’s only 

Grade I registered site. It has its own web site 

www.stjamescemetery.co.uk  which gives lots 

of fascinating information about its history and 

design.   

 

As part of Lancashire Gardens Trust’s 

partnership work with Lancashire County 

Council to survey and record designed 

landcapes we have been given the chance to:  

explore the history, design styles, 

influences, condition and restoration 

issues;  collect photographs, plans and 

records; and identify pressures for 

change and opportunities. The 

information is to be collated into a 

publication.  

 

If you think you might be interested in 

becoming part of a team of volunteers to carry 

out this project please contact Susan Barker for 

more information (Tel:01282 423016;  email:  

s.barker62@btinternet.com. ).  The team of 

volunteers will work together to determine the 

timescale for the project and how it will be 

carried out - we are all volunteers seeking 

interesting and enjoyable sociable activities 

with a sense of achievement in doing something 

worthwhile. 

  

 

CONSERVATION & PLANNING REPORT 

 

Planning Law 

The Government has now issued their new 

National Planning Policy Framework which is 

causing a great deal of concern to all heritage 

and environmental groups. In particular, the 

CPRE and the National Trust have publicly 

voiced major concerns that the Government's 

wording "there is a presumption in favour of 

sustainable development" will seriously impact 

on the Green Belt and particularly on greenfield 

land; the former "presumption in favour of 

protection for greenfield land" is not 

specifically included (Green Belts are). The 

Daily Telegraph has been running daily articles, 

all of which are critical of the Government's 

stance to "simplify" the current legislation – 

which includes all the Planning Policy 

Statements (PPS ) and Planning Policy 

Guidance (PPG) into a 50-page document ! I 

have already written to the Ribble Valley MP 

(Nigel Evans) and all I received was a letter 

from Greg Clark re-iterating their "supposed" 

protection for heritage and the green belt. 

 

The Garden History Policy Advisor, 

Jonathon Lovie, writes: 

We strongly support the campaign 

launched by the National Trust to win 

changes in the Draft Framework. The text 

can be found at 

www.communities.gov.uk/documents/plan

ningandbuilding 

There is a presumption in favour of 

permitting new development in 

"undesignated" areas of the countryside 

(all areas outside Green Belt, National 

Parks and AONBs). This puts Historic 

Landscapes at unprecedented risk from 

harmful change, because 47% of local 

authorities do not have a core strategy in 

place, and therefore much land is 

"undesignated". Follow the National 

Trust's on-line petition at 

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main 

 

The National Trust urges us all to write to our 

MP, now, expressing grave concern over the 

http://www.cemeteryfriends.org.uk/
http://www.cemeteryfriends.org.uk/
http://www.stjamescemetery.co.uk/
http://www.stjamescemetery.co.uk/
mailto:s.barker62@btinternet.com
mailto:s.barker62@btinternet.com
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/planningandbuilding
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/planningandbuilding
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/planningandbuilding
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/planningandbuilding
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main
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'presumption in favour of development' and 

stressing the need to require a presumption in 

favour of brownfield sites. 

 

The Localism Bill going through Parliament at 

the moment is supposed to give communities a 

greater say in development, but this is not a 

clear benefit because if the developer offers 

"community support", there could be pressure 

on the community to allow greenfield 

development – much as the developers offered 

grants if they were allowed to build more wind 

turbines at Caton! There is pressure to allow 

more wind turbines due to the over-generous 

payments made to landowners; this is directly 

relevant to Historic Designed Landscapes 

because  the setting of the site is under threat, 

and the vistas can be destroyed. 

 

Go-Ape retrospective planning application at 

Rivington 

  This was tabled in order to widen two zip-wire 

sites in the trees beside the reservoir; this high-

wire course is situated along the fringe of the 

Grade II Lever Park and the reception hut is 

close to Great House Barn, also Grade II. 

Elaine wrote with our objections, arguing that 

the growth of this course compromises the 

peace and beauty of the place, and attracts even 

more traffic than was the case previously. 

Again, the concern is for the setting of the listed 

building, and for the setting of the park. 

The application was passed despite many 

objections. 

   

 
 

Rivington: the Grade I barn now has a GoApe installation nearby 

 

On the same theme, a further zip-wire 

installation near the Slate Mines at Honister 

was completely opposed by the Friends of the 

Lake District and other groups, on the grounds 

that this would destroy the peace of the area 

and bring unacceptable levels of traffic to a 

restricted area. The planning application was 

refused, so we see different attitudes to the 

same installations. 

 

Sub-station at Euston Gardens, Fleetwood  Up-

date. 

Di Stenson has told us that at the May meeting 

of the Fleetweed Civic Society, new plans were 

circulated for this. These proposed pulling 

down the existing toilets (hideous) in the 

gardens, and replacing them with a new 

building that would include toilets and the sub-

station. The new building would be re-aligned 

parallel to the North Euston Hotel, and although 

much longer than the previous one, would be in 

keeping with the surrounding architecture and 

made of Art-Stone Blockwork, a passable 

artificial stone. On the plus side, the space and 

vista between the two light-houses would be 

preserved, just, and the view from the Palm 

Court Café across Morecambe Bay preserved. 

It is a compromise, and will not be contested by 

the Civic Society. We feel we have helped to 

get an improved plan. 

 

 

 
Euston Gardens, Fleetwood: the important setting for the Grade I hotel 

by Decimus Burton 
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Worden Park, Leyland 

There is a planning application for Listed 

Building Consent "for refurbishment of walled 

garden and associated buildings (melon pit, 

vine house and glass house) " also for new 

toilet facilities and an archway. 

 

Gisburne Park 

The owner wishes to erect more holiday 

chalets, and this has triggered surveys by a 

local archaeology group and the University of 

York. 

 

Winckley Square 

It has been reported that "the historic garden of 

Winckley Square will be restored to its 

Georgian glory" after an injection of £30,000 

from the Preston Business Improvement 

District. The former grandiose schemes have 

been scrapped. The new scheme includes 

improving access to the square, putting in new 

benches, and repainting the railings. It is hoped 

to open a kiosk to serve food and drink to 

visitors; views are being sought from local 

heritage and historical groups to shape the 

future of a much-loved town garden. A new 

water feature from the spring that runs through 

the gardens is also being considered, rather than 

looking to spend £1m on fixing the drainage. 

 

The question of setting 

In the policy principles HE10 enshrined in PPS 

5 (Planning for the Historic Environment, 

March 2010), the setting of a heritage asset, 

whether building or landscape, has to be 

considered. In a recent Appeal, the Department 

of Culture, Media and Sport ruled that an 

Oxfordshire village in a Conservation Area 

would be harmed by a planned three-storey 

building. The material considerations quoted by 

the Inspector were the hamlet's rural setting, the 

views in and out, the detrimental effect that the 

height, scale and proximity of the proposed 

development would have on the setting of the 

Conservation Area as a whole, and on a Grade 

II* building in particular. The Inspector's report 

highlights the need for clear concise guidance 

for applicants and planning officers alike to 

fully understand the significance of setting, and 

its importance to listed heritage assets. (Full 

article in Historic House, Autumn 2011, the 

Historic Houses Association magazine). 

 

   Audrey Dawson 
 

We send sincere condolences to Audrey on 

the death of her husband, Keith. 

    

NEWS FROM THE ASSOCIATION OF 

GARDENS  TRUSTS 

 

As detailed in our own Conservation report, 

there is widespread concern about Bills which 

propose to make building development far 

easier. The AGT is working with other heritage 

bodies to bring to the notice of those writing 

these draft bills the inherent dangers to the 

heritage environment. They say:  

   We are emphasising concern that in the 

Localism Bill it will be possible for 

Neighbourhood Plans to override restrictions in 

Conservation Areas, to Listed Buildings and in 

Registered Parks and Gardens. These 

restrictions have been arrived at over a long 

period with the aim of conserving their special 

values, to the community and to our history. 

   We are warning that economic benefit should 

not take precedence over heritage values. 

   We are worried that where there are no 

development policies in place (a Core Strategy 

or a Local Development Framework) whole 

areas of landscape will be targeted by 

developers. 

   Heritage Protection  Gilly Drummond OBE, 

our President, said in March that the following 

was the worst news she had ever had to 

announce: 

English Heritage has seen its budget reduced by 

32%. As a result, the AGT will lose its funding 

from this year; the money provided for office 

space at Cowcross Street on 2 days per week, 

and the salary of our Administrator. Luckily 

there is one year's money in reserve, but the 

future has to be debated. On the brighter side, 

EH is employing a former detective to help 

catch and punish thieves  who are operating in 

historic houses and gardens. 
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   Communication   The AGT Yearbook (you 

received one by post) will be published again 

next spring, and your articles are encouraged, 

by 5th December please. There is a new item on 

the website, in which Liz writes a diary of her 

visits to historic gardens. The scheme Opening 

all the Gates, described in the Yearbook, which 

arranges for wheelchair-bound people to visit 

an historic garden and enjoy afternoon tea in 

the grounds, is to be extended to three more 

regions, funded by the Heritage Lottery. 

   Schools   We are encouraged to go into 

schools and help staff and children to improve 

their grounds, and maybe grow something good 

to eat. If you think you could help in some way 

with this, please let us know. 

   Parks and Gardens Database   In the last 

year the number of 'visits' to this website has 

doubled, to over 210,000 'hits'. Do have a look. 

   Project with English Nature   The project 

leader, employed by AGT and EN and funded 

by English Heritage, is Verena McCaig, and 

she is training volunteers in the South East 

region. These are Gardens Trust members, and 

they are learning to work with EN on parkland, 

where the owner has applied for the Higher 

Level Stewardship grant, and the land has to be 

assessed for its historic value. They will be 

invited on a site visit, and will assist consultants 

working on parkland plans. Verena is training 

the volunteers to write a comprehensive site 

report, an invaluable document to safeguard its 

heritage qualities. 

 

WORKING TOGETHER 

This is the most momentous event in the history 

of four organisations – The Association of 

Gardens Trusts, the Garden History Society, the 

Garden Museum in Lambeth, and the Parks and 

Gardens Database (which was based in York). 

   Even before the present spending cuts were 

announced, the impetus was already put 

forward to rationalise the work of these four 

bodies and gain some economies. The four have 

been working together towards a reduction of 

overlap, a better organised programme of 

activities and lectures where events are planned 

together and welcome each other's members, 

better communication between each other, and 

more efficient use of resources.  The benefits 

are seen as: 

  

A   a single, strong voice for heritage 

protection, for instance in responding to Draft 

Bills and to proposals such as the HS2 train 

route; 

B   assistance given to the GHS with responses 

to planning applications; 

C   using the PGDB website to publicise events; 

D   using the Garden Museum for meetings, 

administration and events. 

 

The four bodies are all constitutionally 

different, and operate in different ways; 

however, their aim is essentially the same – to 

conserve our Historic Designed Landscapes. 

We wish success to the negotiators, the benefits 

will be worth it. 

   Editor 
 

REQUEST FOR HELP 

 

Can any members help us with the following 

tasks, all essential to the running of the group? 

 

Preparation of the accounts 

Knowledge of charity administration 

Ideas for events 

Information on planning applications 

 
COUNCIL OF MANAGEMENT 

 

Chairman James Riley 

Vice-chairman       - 

Treasurer Steve Taylor 

Company sec. and 

Secretary Susan Barker 

Membership Diana Stenson 

Research Nigel Neil 

Conservation Audrey Dawson 

Newsletter       Elaine Taylor 

Website Susan Barker 

Events  Ruth Thurnhill  

Publicity Gill Crook 

    Richard Jennison 
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Key members can be contacted via: 

chairman@lancsgt.org.uk 

 

membership@lancsgt.org.uk 

01253 876 484 

 

Our events appear on our website, and you can 

print a Membership Application Form to give 

to a friend or to anyone who shares our interests 

and aims. 

www.lancsgt.org.uk 

 

 

 

Editor 

Elaine Taylor 

 
Any articles, snippets of news, reminiscences 

about gardens and parks? 

We want to know what is happening near you 

 

Items please for the next issue to the editor 

enq@lancsgt.org.uk 

   

 

All the articles in this magazine are the property of 
the Lancashire Gardens Trust. It is forbidden to 

reproduce them in any way, whether in 
written,electronic or oral form. 

 

 

 

The Association of Gardens Trusts 

 

Find out more about the Association and its 

work at: 

www.gardenstrusts.org.uk 

  

or contact the Administrator: 

70 Cowcross Street, London EC1, 6EJ 

Tel & Fax 020 7251 2610 
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