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HLF AWARDS IN 2013 
   Some exciting projects have been given the 
green light this year in the north west. Cumbria, 
Lancashire, Cheshire, Greater Manchester and 
Merseyside have all forwarded proposals, and 
winners were announced in July and October. In 
a new initiative, the HLF panel has announced 
PRIORITY AREAS. These will be the focus of 
additional targeted activity, to raise awareness 
about HLF programmes and to support local 
organisers and groups in making applications.              
These areas have been identified as being under-
represented in the past – 
Liverpool wards; Manchester wards; Pennine 
Lancashire; west coast of Cumbria. 
Listed here are projects which involve 
landscapes, whether designed or natural:- 

 
Rusland Horizons  Rural crafts, training and 
employment will be encouraged in high Furness 
fells, between Coniston and Windermere south 
of Grizedale; the area was known for managed 
coppicing to supply the bobbin-making industry. 
Cherish Eden  The Eden valley east of Carlisle is 
already important as a water supply; this 5-year 
plan will help local communities care for the 
river, establish walks and cycle rides and provide 
an apprenticeship scheme for the valley’s 

management. A tourism programme will be 
developed. 
Fleetwood’s Memorial Park  Awarded £2.4 
million. Wyre Borough Council together with 
the Friends Group have assembled a 
comprehensive programme for the restoration of 
this unusual site – one of only four parks 
designed wholly to commemorate the First 
World War. Its designer was Sir Patrick 
Abercrombie. A 5-year programme of activities 
will include events centred on the poet Wilfred 
Owen, who resided in Fleetwood in 1916. 
Burnley, the Rivers Trust  £1m will be spent on 
the town’s rivers, the Brun and the Calder, to 

raise awareness of the heritage of the town’s 

waterways and improve them for flora and 
fauna. Design will be inherent in the scheme as 
new paths and cycle-tracks are created. 
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A staircase and arch, Rivington 
 
Rivington Terraced Gardens   An initial grant 
has been awarded to prepare detailed proposals, 
for the repair of the many stone structures. 
Targeted landscape improvements will clear 
overgrown vegetation, re-open vistas and secure 
extensive paths and flights of steps. A 
programme of training and volunteering will be 
devised to capitalise on an already very popular 
recreational site. 
Coronation Garden, Penrith  This had become 
run-down and neglected, and co-operation 
between the local authority and the Rotary Club 
has resulted in great improvements; a 
community garden is now appreciated and well-
used, and involved some 800 people in the 
design of sculptures, decorative paving with an 
historic theme, and art-work. 
Visit hlf.org.uk/news/northwest  to read more 
about these projects; there is an in-depth 
description of the work undertaken or to be done, 
with hints and tips for organisers who might be 
considering a proposal of their own. 
Have you ideas for the Priority Areas? 
 

NOTABLE LANCASTRIANS 
whether by birth or adoption 

 
JOHN PARKINSON 1567 – 1650 

 

   God’s purpose was that man should know and 
understand plants; their uses and properties for 
meat and medicine – also their scents and 
pleasure for beauty. So wrote John Parkinson in 
his book published in 1629, PARADISI IN 
SOLE, PARADISUS TERRESTRIS,  A Book of 
Pleasant Flowers. The first three words are a 
joke around his name, a rebus, translated as Park 
in Sun, and the other two meaning earthly 
paradise tell us how he thought of all the diverse 
flowering plants which he had collected. 
Previous books had explained the uses of plants 
in medicine only, Gerard’s Herball being the 

most often quoted. John’s was different, because 

his not only praised flowers for their scent and 
beauty, it also showed the many varieties bred by 
plantsmen of the day, described them in detail 
and their habitat.  
 
   His descendent is Anna Parkinson, a journalist, 
who set out to trace his origins. Using the coat of 
arms he displayed in the book’s frontispiece, 

three stars on a red chevron between three silver 
ostrich feathers, she traced the device to a 
farmhouse at Higher Fairsnape, Bleasdale. John 
was the second of seven children and was 
christened in Whalley in January 1567. Anna 
writes that he learned about plants from his 
mother and gathered them from the surrounding 
hedgerows and fields; she found that his mother 
was related to a former monk from the abbey and  

 
 
thinks this man may have taught John as a boy. 
John left home aged 17 and travelled to 
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London,and there he had the knowledge to be 
accepted as an apprentice to an apothecary. After 
8 years in training, he was taken to the Grocers’ 

Hall to be examined and swear his oath before 4 
Fellows, and was bound to their Worshipful 
Company, to be an independent apothecary and a 
freeman of the City. 
 
  His mastery of Latin, probably gained in his 
youth, opened the door to the international 
language of botanists. Roman medical tracts by 
physicians such as Galen and Dioscorides, were 
within his grasp, and so were the works of new 
thinkers such as Clusius and Matthias de l’Obel: 

whereas Roman ideas hailed the power of signs 
of the zodiac, and ‘signature’ healing (liverwort 

was used for cures of the liver because its leaf 
was the same shape) , John Parkinson aligned his 
thinking with the new pioneers. They sought the 
truth and aimed to discount the fables and the 
fantasy attached to curing ailments. 
John was in the very best place to benefit from 
growing trade with foreign countries, as Britain 
extended her commonwealth and her sailors 
explored ever further. His book describes 
novelties such as the Love Apple (tomato), the 
Marvel of Peru, and the Indian Canna (from 
South Africa). His friend was John Tradescant  
 

 
 

Lady’s Slipper Orchid 
 
senior, a seasoned plant hunter, and they shared 
newly-arrived exotic plants and experimented 
with them in their London gardens. They both 
worked in honest pursuit of the Renaissance 
spirit of enquiry.  

 
  Whilst John Tradescant became gardens 
advisor to the newly-rich and poweful, John 
Parkinson worked steadily and persistently in his 
still-room and shop on Ludgate Hill, preparing 
the herbal remedies he knew to be effective. In 
any spare time he collected English and foreign 
plants, growing them in his garden, a 2-acre plot 
rented next to Covent Garden; he wrote about 
them carefully using direct observation, and sold 
them too, to the owners of the surrounding grand 
houses, whose taste in garden-making was 
becoming ever more adventurous. He sponsored 
travellers, ‘roote gatherers’, to search on his 

behalf. Francis le Veau brought him the 
Pyrenean mountain daffodil; Dr Wilhelm Boel ‘a 

cunning and curious searcher’ made regular trips 

to Africa, Spain and Portugal as a bulb and seed 
merchant, and, exclusively for John, brought 100 
new varieties in 1608. The Iacinth of Peru was 
found by John to have come from elsewhere – 
These doe naturally grow in Spain along the sea 
side, and when they be in  flower grow so thick 
together like unto a tapestry of divers colours, 
violet, white and pink. He also had a network of 
gatherers throughout England, and particularly 
treasured the Lady’s Slipper Orchid. It groweth 
likewise in Lancashire… in a wood called the 

Helkes…not far from Ingleton, as I am informed 

by a courteous Gentlewoman …a lover of these 

delights, called mistris Thomasin Tunstall, who 
dwelleth at  Bullbanke, near Hornby Castle. It 
hath borne faire flowers in my garden.  
 
  All the knowledge which he had stored, the 
plants and their uses in making effective 
remedies, he put into a great undertaking, his 
THEATRUM BOTANICUM; in this book he 
corrected mistaken plant identities, gave the 
proper cures, and denied false tales more akin to 
magic than medicine. One of John’s clients, the 

courtier Sir Theodore de Mayerne, used his 
influence in 1639 to gain for him the position of 
King’s Herbalist, Botanicus Regius, which 
offered lodgings in Whitehall palace. He was 72 
and this was the pinnacle of his career. He 
survived the Civil War and lived on to the ripe 
old age of 80. 
   Elaine Taylor 
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MESNES PARK, WIGAN 
August 2013 

  

 
 

Victorian summer bedding 
 
   Members of the Trust had a very interesting 
visit to the Grade II listed Mesnes Park 
(pronounced mains) which was undergoing 
renovation following its successful Heritage 
Lottery Grant.  The weather was very kind and 
some members had the opportunity for a pleasant 
picnic and we all gathered in the restored 
“shelter” which had a number of  interesting 

information boards  relating to the history of the 
Park. 
 
   The very impressive Café Pavilion restored to 
a high standard is located on a central elevation 
with views over the various aspects of the Park.   
Inside is a comfortable well provisioned eating 
area on two levels.  A good place to pause and 
get your bearings. 
 
   Following refreshments we then gathered at 
the newly restored Park Gatehouse which 
retained some original features and tasteful new 
facilities which could be used by the public for 
events/training/meetings.  The Community 
Information Officers welcomed us and 
introduced us to John Harris – a previous 
gardener for Wigan Authority – but now a 
freelance  landscape architect who had been 
involved in the historic landscaping part of  the 
bid.  They took us round and explained the 
various features and changes that had taken 
place. 
 
The newly restored “Coalbrookdale Fountain”, 

at the base of  the main steps to the Pavilion, was 
exceptional and no doubt we would all like one 
in our own parks.  The landscaping/planting was 
ongoing during our visit but John explained that 
some original plans were not found, and after 
visits to other parks designed in the same era 
ideas were forthcoming.  There were a number 
of original trees within the site and in fact John 
had planted a memorial Oak on the island within 
the lake area which attracted many waterfowl.  
We were also shown the “Pulham Waterfall” 

which had been restored. 
 
There was a “secret” rose garden which was a 

very tranquil space where you could have a 
“pause for thought” and reflect on your visit. 
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The splendid Coalbrookdale fountain 
 
   With many parks around the country in need of 
TLC it was interesting to see how a lottery bid 
could enhance them.  A very pleasant day out 
with good company.  Credit was due to all 
involved in the restoration project. 
 
  Yvonne and Ian Johnston 
 
 
 
 

LOWTHER CASTLE 
June 2013  

 
An event arranged jointly with the 

Association of Gardens Trusts 
 

   

 
 

  60 delegates filled the Conference Room at 
Lowther Castle, Cumbria, to hear about the 
restoration project taking place there. Talks were 
given by Bryan Gray, chairman of the Trustees 
of Lowther Castle,  and Jane Hasell-McCosh 
owner of Dalemain and also a Trustee. They 
outlined the project, the difficulties in restoring 
the gardens from a wartime tank-training ground, 
and the philosophy behind the re-creation of the 
Baroque terraces, guided by Dominic Cole. 
Alison Day, archivist at Cumbria Records Office 
gave us some delightful insights from the vast 
store of family documents, and Ruth Thurnhill 
explained the landscape through its many maps. 
Afterwards we explored the grounds, enjoyed its 
long vistas to the hills and appreciated the great 
amount of work already done. The effect of a 
gothic ruin set amongst such a noble landscape 
was stunning. Warm thanks to Sally Walker for 
her hard work in organising the day. 
 
Additional Visits Tuesday 18th and Thursday 20th 

June 2013 
  29 residents gathered in Grange-over-Sands to 
enjoy garden visits before and after the Study 
Day. On Tuesday we visited Gresgarth Hall, and 
nearby made a diversion to the Crook o’ Lune. 
On Wednesday after Lowther Castle we stopped 
at Levens Hall, and on Thursday we walked 
along Grange promenade and then went to 
Holker Hall for lunch. 
 
GRESGARTH HALL, Caton 
 
  A visit to the garden of our patron Arabella 
Lennox Boyd is always a treat and an inspiration  
As befits the garden of an internationally 
renowned designer and Chelsea gold medal 
winner it is immaculate, and incorporates many 
features of garden design of the last thirty years. 
 On a previous visit in reply to a query as to how 
she achieved this, lady Lennox Boyd answered 
that the secret is to remove any plant that is not 
flourishing; her web-site tells us that the garden 
provides hands-on experience for the design 
practice. 
    
  The house dates back to 1330 but the current 
gothic house was built by Thomas Edmondson, a 
coal-mine owner, in 1802. He created a 
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Romantic garden and to this day coal balls can 
be seen in the undergrowth. Since 1980 the 
garden has been completely reconstructed and 
now incorporates twelve acres of the valley of 
the Artle Beck, a tributary of the Lune. A terrace 
with bespoke silvery blue furniture and a variety 
of stone troughs and terracotta pots surrounds the 
house on two sides.Wide curved steps lead down 
from the main area to the  pond with its carefully 
sited large boulder, and the smaller terrace 
incorporates painted wooden balconies and leads  
 

 
 
to bridges over the  beck where a wilder  
woodland and wild flower area stretches 
alongside the stream. The main garden includes 
garden rooms, herbaceous borders, topiary, 
pebble mosaics, flowering cherries, magnolias 
and other ornamental trees in a mixture of formal 
and informal settings. 
    
  As spring was so late this year we saw both late 
spring and early summer flowers together 
lavishly filling the borders: pale blue irises and 
dark aquilegias remain in the memory 
In the formal walled garden we saw brilliant 
deep red peonies alongside the vegetables and 
greenhouses, and were interested to see ‘strulch’, 

a new straw mulch in use. Lady Arabella has 
told us that the vegetable garden makes no sense 
economically but the visitors like it . Probably 
true of most walled gardens today. 
 
CROOK O’LUNE 

 

 
 

JMW Turner’s pencil sketch of the Crook o’Lune 
 
  An informal picnic tea was taken at the newly-
created visitor site at Crook o' Lune, east of 
Lancaster beside three dramatic bridges. Here 
the river Lune bends like a shepherd's crook and 
this has been a beauty spot since the eighteenth 
century when it was described by the poet 
Thomas Gray.The view looks east with the river 
meandering in the foreground towards Hornby 
Castle, which stands on a knoll in the distance 
against a backdrop of the three peaks. It has 
changed little since J.M.W.Turner's celebrated 
watercolour of 1816 ( Courtald Institute) 
commissioned by Longmans and engraved for  
vol. 2 of Whitaker's History of Richmondshire 
1818-1823. The Rev. Thomas Dunham 
Whitaker,the vicar of Whalley, lived at Holme, 
near Burnley, where he planted thousands of 
trees on his estate in the Cliviger valley.He wrote 
a series of old fashioned antiquarian histories of 
Lancashire and Yorkshire which were all 
illustrated by Turner featuring topographical 
views and country seats . The engravings were 
often sponsored by the landowers. Although not 
initially commercially successful ( Turner was 
generously paid by Longmans) the volumes ran 
into several editions and separate engravings can 
often be found framed.   A set is in the Tate 
Gallery.  
 

J. Susan Bourne     
 
LEVENS HALL 
 
Topiary is so in vogue, but you cannot possibly 
beat the stunning work at Levens Hall, which of 
course has delighted many as it is one of the 
oldest surviving topiary gardens in the world. 
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It’s justifiably renowned and it was a delight to 

be able to show off this beautiful corner of the 
north west to visitors from other counties, who 
had only seen this spectacular landscape in 
books, magazines and on television. 
 
Early evening summer sun was just perfect. 
Chris Crowder (some remembered as the Blue 
Peter gardener) proudly showed us around. His 
pace was speedy, but fact-filled. He hates to 
dawdle – I couldn’t agree more, but there was 
time to linger along the herbaceous border, near 
the willow maze and the ha-ha and to marvel at 
the topiary animals and figures. 
 

 
 

Chris Crowder with topiary shapes behind 
 

 
 

Diana and Jenny dispensing refreshments 
 
A glass of wine with owners Hal and Susan 
Bagot was also very welcome (she had just 
received news of her MBE for services to the 
charity, Barnardo’s). Guillaume Beaumont laid 

out the gardens and park between 1689 and 1712 
with small improvements being made until his 
death in 1727. He planted great yew and beech 
hedges to divide the garden into ‘quarters’ – 
these are the parterre with its formal beds and 
amazing topiary, the orchard, the bowling green, 
the soft fruit area and the ‘mellion-ground’ 

(melon), where there were heated frames and hot 
beds. The long wall was planted with pears and 
grapes. 
 
The ha- ha with its bastion is one of the earliest 
uses of this device. Even in 1712 Joseph 
Addison was complaining that British gardeners 
‘instead of humouring Nature, love to deviate 
from it as much as possible. Our Trees rise in 
Cones, Globes and Pyramids. We see the marks 
of the Scissars upon every Plant and Bush.’ 
 
Much topiary was later destroyed, but thankfully 
Levens remains and is the source of inspiration 
to many. 
   Gill Crook 
 
On Thursday morning, a guided walk along the 
promenade at Grange introduced us to the 
magnificent results made possible by volunteers 
who plant and maintain the continuous flower 
beds along half a mile. 
  
Our final visit took us to HOLKER HALL where 
Lord Cavendish escorted us round the extensive 
gardens which are framed by the Lakeland hills. 
Strong geometry and lush planting around the 
hall give way to a wildflower meadow with 
views to the hills, and across the park dotted 
with menil deer. The surrounding light woodland 
is home to a collection of rare and beautiful 
trees, the special interest of Lord Cavendish. 
 
These gardens all displayed a noble prospect, 
also the theme of the Study Day; in their setting 
they called in the natural landscape around them 
– hills, river, sea – and made this a part of their 
genius loci, their spirit of place. 
 
Editor 
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Old and new planting at Holker 
 

LEIGHTON HALL, Carnforth 
May visit, 2013 

 
   Many Lancashire seats have the advantage of a 
glorious setting thanks to the county’s varied 

topography; few however can match that of 
Leighton Hall, lying in pastoral tranquillity close 
to Morecambe Bay. Framed on the north and 
south sides by the inclined limestone crags of 
Warton and Whitbarrow, the house is also 
protected on the east and west by two limestone 
ridges. The crowning glory of its situation is a 
glimpse of the sea to the west; here migrant 
swans and geese come to take refuge from the 
Arctic winter. 

  

 
 

OS map shows the hall in its new park 
 

The oldest landscape feature is a circle of 
megaliths on the easterly ridge: 4 large stones lie 
on the circumference of a circle 460’ in 

diameter, and 2 more may have been cut up to 
make the plinth of an 18th century summerhouse. 
The estate, recorded in 1246, was described as a 
fortified manor, necessary in an area plundered 
by Scottish raiders. A deer park is shown on 
Saxton’s map, 1577, and nearby place-names 
testify to this, eg Buckstone, Hyning and 
Deerslet: in 1635 Sir George Middleton took 
issue with neighbours who had poached deer 
within the park pale. An account of 1710 tells us 
that there was a stone house built amid woods 
with enclosed gardens and high walls; these 
comprised – 

A court before the house and set round with 
laurel and bay trees; 

An orchard whose apples were used for cider 
making; 

A park west of the house mostly surrounded 
by a stone wall; 

A wood, hosting a rookery, a heronry and 
kites. 

Perhaps the greatest change to the landscape 
came when George Towneley arrived in 1763 to 
marry his bride Mary, a Middleton descendent. 
The Towneleys were noted ‘landscape 

improvers’, bringing up-to-date the grounds of 
Towneley Hall, Astley Hall and Cuerden Hall to 
name just a few of their properties in the county. 
Several maps show the fashionable changes to 
Leighton. 
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   Yates’ map,1786, shows the house set amid 
open pasture, so the ‘court before the house’ has 

gone; a tract of woodland remains on the eastern 
ridge, and a summerhouse is marked, on the site 
of the prehistoric tumulus, so an elevated 
viewpoint. A long approach leads in from the 
south east giving the visitor a full view of the 
new park, and the focal point is the elegant 
house re-built in neo-classical style. The only 
addition noted by Greenwood, 1818, and Hennet, 
1830, is Morecambe Lodge at the north east 
entrance.  
 
More detail is shown on the first Ordnance 
Survey, 1841, where the tree planting is drawn to 
show small and larger copses, specimen trees, 
and ribbons of tree planting along the easterly 
ridge and on the boundaries – a typical landscape 
park composition. To the west, a walled garden 
and shrubbery walks appear – the former perhaps 
a survivor from the 17th century. Of great interest 
now is the feature marked to the south east – a 
hermitage beside Hermitage Wood. Little now 
remains of any structure, but on the stony 
outcrop some ornamental pine trees have been 
added to the native beech and oak. 
    

 
 

 Kent’s Hermitage at Richmond 
 

The Towneleys were following the natural style 
of garden-making championed (before 
Capability Brown) by the artist William Kent; he 
was a talented designer, creating stage sets and 
furniture for mansions of clients who had 
returned from the Grand Tour with a taste for 
Italian style.  Kent had spent the best part of 10 

years visiting villas and gardens in Italy, 
absorbing the architectural style of the 
Renaissance from Rome to Venice and from 
Florence to Naples, so much so that friends 
called him ‘Kentissimo’. He adopted a style of 

garden design which recreated Arcadia, a 
pastoral idyll interspersed with little ‘theatrical’ 

sets – a grotto here, a temple there, a hermitage 
in a copse, a cascade in a valley.  The Roman 
writer Virgil was much read at this time; he 
described an idealised rural life in his poem The 
Georgics, and a ‘georgic’ scene would include 

grazing animals (kept away from the house by a 
ha-ha, or sheep fence), woodland with clearings, 
a curving lake or winding river, hills and vales. 
Serpentine walks amid woodland interpreted 
perfectly the ‘boschetto’, an area covering the 

slopes beneath Italian Renaissance villas.  
 
   So admired were Kent’s rustic and classical 
garden buildings that they appear at Stowe, 
Badminton, Claremont, Esher, Rousham, 
Holkham, Chiswick and Richmond palace. 
Queen Caroline commissioned a whole suite of 
them for the royal gardens; at Richmond The 
Hermitage and Merlin’s Cave caused lively 
interest and even some mockery. Completed in 
1735, the Hermitage was a rustic, 3-arched 
structure with a central pedimented bay; it was a 
place ‘for philosophical retirement’. Inside was a 

little pantheon with busts by Rysbrack of Boyle, 
Locke, Newton and Wollaston, all philosophers. 
It overlooked a circular lawn and was intended 
to house a resident poet / hermit. We can 
imagine the young Mary and George taking a 
walk to their hermitage to contemplate the 
setting sun over Morecambe Bay. 
 



                      10 

 
 

The plan and interior of Kent’s hermitage 
 
   Early models for the rusticated garden building 
were the Italian Renaissance grottoes; the Boboli 
gardens in Florence have three elaborate ones 
designed by Buontalenti, and many other villas 
had their own splendid versions. The earliest to 
be built in England were for Lord Clifford at 
Wilton House and Skipton Castle, where both 
formed part of the main building, and were 
decorated with coralstone and shells from the 
West Indies. A beautiful later example is the 
cabinet di roccaglia at Villa Gamberaia, 
Settignano, where spugne and shells decorate an 
exedra, and niches hold terracotta statues, a 
shepherd playing pipes and a mother playing 
with her child.   In Staffordshire, the poet 
William Shenstone created an Arcadian 
landscape at The Leasowes; this was widely 
reported and became very influential, the 
appreciative comments appearing in the late 
1750s, just before George and Mary’s marriage. 
 
 

 
 

The grotto, Skipton Castle 
 

   The early landscape park was beloved of poets 
and painters; James Thomson wrote ‘The 

Seasons’, published between 1726 and 1730, and 

in the very popular poem he gives lyrical 
descriptions of rural pursuits amid ever-changing 
conditions of weather and season. Of great 
interest, in the dining-room at Leighton are 7 
panels painted on wood, each 5’ x 2’; they depict 

rural scenes and suggest the four seasons – a 
snowy winter’s day, moonlight on water, a 

harvest scene, a seaport in sunshine, a deep 
valley with rainbow, a windy day with trees. 
Peopled by farmers and fishermen, they illustrate 
perfecly episodes from Thomson’s poem, in 

which Virgil’s Georgics are interpreted. So 

popular was the poem that artists including 
J.M.W. Turner used the verses to accompany 
their paintings in Picturesque style.  
 
   Elaine Taylor 
 

CONSERVATION & PLANNING 
 

   One case stands out among those presented to 
us since last spring. Harris Park, Garstang Road, 
Preston, was formerly the Harris Children’s 

Home built with a legacy from philanthropist 
Edmund Harris and designed by George 
Rowbotham, who also had a hand in the building 
of Avenham and Miller Parks. It is an early 
example of the ‘village homes’ style championed 

by Dr Barnardo, in which a large institutional 
building is replaced by individual houses 
arranged around a village green. Four houses 
were for girls and four for boys; the main 
building held communal facilities, dining, 
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schoolrooms, chapel, in an imposing gothic 
construction with tower. There is a war 
memorial in the grounds to commemorate 
children from the home who gave their lives in 
both wars. 
 
  The whole site is a Conservation Area with 
strict rules about its appearance; however, the 
site has an unhappy past. The University of 
Central Lancashire, the largest property owner in 
Preston, bought the collection of buildings as 
student accommodation and used the main one 
for conferences – until 2006, when the whole site 
was sold. Since then, plans have been proposed 
to double the size of each of the houses, build 3 
modern extensive houses on the games field, and 
re-landscape the grounds to modern standards. 
There is no clear plan for the community hall 
and chapel except possibly use for an alternative 
religion.  

 
   

  OS map 25” Harris Orphanage 
 
 
 
Very few of these designed communities remain. 
It is clear that a new use should be found for old 
buildings and landscapes which are no longer 
appropriate in this century. However, a sensitive 
treatment of this cluster of buildings in its 
special landscape – no fences or walls, just open 
and green – could be designed; on completion 
private residents would be proud to live in a 
unique place with an interesting history. 
Subsequently, councillors voted against the 
proposals but permitted the new houses and the 
extensions, ‘on a more suitable scale’. LGT 

recommended commissioning a Conservation 
Management Plan for the landscape. 
 
 Planning Applications 06/2012/0899, 
06/2012/0900  www.preston.gov.uk 
  
Cuerden Hall, Bamber Bridge The Grade II* hall 
was designed by Wyatt for  Towneley family 
members and much remains of the garden, 
particularly the Victorian parts – walled gardens, 
‘American’ garden (for ericaceous shrubs and 

trees). The hall will be converted into 
apartments, and a new Sue Ryder Home is 
proposed nearby. This is in long-established 
woodland and local residents are concerned. 
 
British Aerospace Enterprise Zone, Samlesbury 
The large area between BAe and Samlesbury 
Old Hall, Grade I, will be developed for related 
hi-tech industries. LGT will seek assurance that 
the setting of the Hall is not harmed, and that its 
views in and out will be given due consideration. 
 
The Peace Palace in The Hague, Holland  This 
world-renowned building celebrates its 100th 
anniversary this year. The grounds were 
designed by Thomas Mawson and his sons, and 
to commemorate this the gardeners and their 
manager commissioned a daffodil bearing his 
name. We passed on the contact details of people 
connected with famous Mawson gardens in the 
UK, and in October their team of gardeners 
brought the daffodils over here and distributed 
them. One box was given to the Sutcliffe family 
of Greenthorne, Edgworth, and Elaine also went 
to meet them. 
 

 

http://www.preston.gov.uk/
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NEWS FROM THE ASSOCIATION 
 
   English Heritage has announced that it will 
divide into 2; one division will be the National 
Heritage Collection – in other words the 
properties such as Brodsworth and Kenilworth. 
These, it is stressed, will remain in the 
ownership of the nation, but will be managed 
and operated by a new English Heritage 
charitable trust, under licence. 
 
  English Heritage will receive from the govern-
ment a one-off payment of £80 million, which 
will be spent on the backlog of urgent repairs to 
properties (£52 m), improvements to facilities 
(£27 m) and the setting-up costs of the new 
charity (£3 m). Annual grant aid to the National 
Heritage Collection run by English Heritage will 
be tapered off and eliminated altogether in 10 
years, by which point the charity will be 
expected to break even. 
 
  One of the key factors driving the new 
arrangement is the substantial funding cut of 
2010, and the need to ensure that the National 
Heritage Protection Service is protected. Over 
the coming years, the reduction in funding to the 
new charity will help to maintain funding for the 
heritage protection service, which will remain in 
the public sector. This fund is the life-blood of 
the 4 garden heritage bodies – the Garden 
History Society, the Association of Gardens 
Trusts, the Garden Museum, Lambeth, and the 
UK Parks and Gardens Database. All depend on 
receiving an annual sum from EH to exist. It is 
likely that this funding will be much reduced, 
and the need to combine activities is urgent. 
 
   Talks are progressing between the Garden 
History Society and the Association of Gardens 
Trusts with a view to working in partnership; our 
aims are the same – the conservation of notable 
parks and gardens, especially if they are under 
threat from insensitive development; also the 
aim to educate the public in the understanding 
and appreciation of these valuable places. 
 
   Already there is a joint Conservation 
Committee where members from both societies 
devise policies on decision-making, for the 

benefit of those of us who monitor planning 
applications. Events are being organised which 
are open to both societies, and in actual fact 
many people already belong to both. 
 
   The Garden Museum does not have members, 
and has elected to go its own way, raising its 
own funds and maintaining its building. The UK 
Parks and Gardens Database may become an 
associate member of any new organisation.  
 
TRAINING  This is already well underway, and 
the south east region has been receiving training 
for 3 years. These sessions are being taken to the 
other regions of the UK, and last November a 
workshop was held in York, entitled – 

Responding to Planning Applications. 
 

The detailed approach has proved very helpful to 
us. The next titles to come will be – 
 
Writing a site description for a Local List 
 
Setting and Significance 
 
The former will be a useful addition to our work 
on the Historic Designed Landscape project. 
The latter is a much-needed title in view of the 
new requirement by English Heritage to describe 
succinctly the significance of a valued site. In 
this way, ward councillors in committee can 
grasp the uniqueness of the site fairly quickly 
before they are asked to vote on an application.  
As regards setting, an historic designed 
landscape is usually the setting for an historic 
building. If the building does not already have 
one, it certainly should. Above all, the building 
should have adequate space around it to display 
it well, so I always think of it as a picture in a 
proper frame. 
 
 Capability Brown 300  The year 2016 sees the 
300th anniversary ot Lancelot Brown’s birth, and 

throughout the UK Gardens Trusts will be 
organising events to celebrate the great man. Sir 
Kenneth Clarke holds that the English 
Landscape Park is England’s best (only?) 

contribution to the world of art. 
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Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown 
 

First World War  2014 sees the start of possibly 
4 years of anniversaries to be commemorated in 
relation to battles and people in this conflict. 
Again, Gardens Trusts are planning events in 
their own areas with this in mind. If you have 
any proposals for a particular place, a Memorial 
Park or garden, do let us know. Fleetwood 
Memorial Park will feature the work of the poet 
Wilfred Owen, who resided in the town in 1916. 
 

 
 

Kirkham Memorial Gardens 
 

Events in 2014  Do look at the e-Newsletter from 
the AGT, sent by our secretary Susan recently. It 
gives details of 2 fascinating Study Days, one to 
Melbourne near Derby. Here there are long, 
straight avenues defined by high hedges, glades 

with circular pools, and carved vases and 
statuary. The famous firm of London & Wise 
designed and planted Melbourne, and whilst Mr 
Brown was busy ripping up many other 
examples of their work, this one survived. The 
gilded birdcage is so elegant, and the Van Nost 
statues are a joy. 
 
The AGT Yearbook  This is the 4th edition of 
this marvellous collection of projects and 
activities undertaken by county Gardens Trusts 
all over the country. So far we have seen 
examples of work done with schools, with 
disabled people taken for a day’s visit to a 

famous garden, with local authorities in the 
restoration of a small patch in town, research 
which has uncovered something extraordinary 
etc etc. These stories all go to show that our 
societies are definitely working for the public 
benefit.  
 
The editor is seeking articles for next year’s 

edition, so if you have anything in mind do let us 
know. 
 
 
 
COUNCIL OF MANAGEMENT 
 
Chairman Richard Jennison 
Vice-chairman Elaine Taylor 
Company sec. and 
Secretary Susan Barker 
Membership Diana Stenson 
Conservation Stephen Robson  
Newsletter       Elaine Taylor 
Website Susan Barker 
Events  Audrey Dawson  
Treasurer Martin Hawkins 

Steve Taylor 
 
Key members can be contacted via: 
chairman@lancsgt.org.uk 
 
membership@lancsgt.org.uk 
01253 876 484 
 
Our events appear on our website, and you can 
print a Membership Application Form to give to 
anyone who shares our interests and aims. 

mailto:chairman@lancsgt.org.uk
mailto:membership@lancsgt.org.uk
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Editor 
Elaine Taylor 

 
Any articles, snippets of news, reminiscences 

about gardens and parks? 
We want to know what is happening near you 

 
Items please for the next issue to the editor 

enq@lancsgt.org.uk 
 
 
 

All the articles in this magazine are the property of the 
Lancashire Gardens Trust. It is forbidden to reproduce them in 

any way, whether in written,electronic or oral form. 
 
The Association of Gardens Trusts 
Find out more about the Association and its 
work at: 
www.gardenstrusts.org.uk 
  

or contact the Administrator: 
70 Cowcross Street, London EC1, 6EJ 

Tel & Fax 020 7251 2610 

mailto:enq@lancsgt.org.uk
http://www.gardenstrusts.org.uk/

